
1 

 

CITY OF EAST HELENA 

COUNCIL MEETING  

CITY HALL 

August 16, 2016 7PM 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Judy Leland, Don Dahl, Kit Johnson, and Mike Misowic 

 

EXCUSED/ABSENT: City Judge Loveless, Fire Chief Troy Maness, Chief of Police Dale Aschim 

 

PRESENT FROM CITY: Mayor James Schell, Clerk Treasurer Gena Berry, Public Works Director 

Scott St. Clair, City Attorney Pete Elverum 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Charles Lindstrom, Sally Nyland, Blaine Verbanac, Cheryl Verbanac, Myrna 

Verbanac.                                              

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Schell called the meeting 

to order at 7:00 pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Schell. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Mayor Schell called for public comment. None given. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of the August 2, 2016 Council Meeting were reviewed for 

approval.  A motion was made by Councilmember Leland seconded by Councilmember Johnson to 

approve the minutes as presented. All members voted aye. Motion carried.  The minutes of the August 9, 

2016 Special Council Budget Meeting were reviewed for approval.  Councilmember Dahl made a motion 

to approve the minutes as presented. Councilmember Misowic seconded. All members voted aye. Motion 

carried.  The minutes of the August 10, 2016 Special Council Budget Meeting were reviewed for 

approval.  Councilmember Johnson made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Councilmember 

Leland seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

CITY JUDGE REPORT:  none 

 

MONTANA ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST GROUP (METG)/EPA UPDATE:  A status report dated 

August 16, 2016 was received. 

 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS: 

City Clerk Treasurer: Clerk Treasurer Berry stated that work continues on the budget. She also noted 

that Amy Thorngren is working hard cleaning old equipment and records out of useful space upstairs and 

moving them to the storage room downstairs. Mayor Schell added that Julie Shannon continues to work 

with MPERA on their new software program.  

 

Police Department: Chief of Police Dale Aschim was excused.  

 

Public Works Department: Public Works Director St. Clair stated that the metals plant is up and 

running after the major flood. He also reported that the recent DEQ violation we received for a report not 

being submitted timely was rescinded.  

 

Fire Department: Excused 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Gazebo: nothing to report 
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Right of Way/Parking/Community Decay Committee: Councilmember Misowic stated that attendance 

is up likely due to the recent mailing.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

1. Quilts on Main Street – Linda was not present. No public comment. Councilmember Johnson 

made a motion to table. Councilmember Dahl seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  

2. East Clark Street Water & Sewer District Wastewater Agreement –City Attorney Elverum 

informed the council that we are waiting to hear for the East Clark Street Water & Sewer District, 

Attorney Bob Murdo. No public comment. Councilmember Dahl made a motion to table. 

Councilmember Misowic seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 

3. Porter Street Traffic – Mayor Schell presented his research on speed studies. For now Mayor 

Schell will be recommending increased patrolling of the Porter Street area. Sally Nyland made a 

comment about semi-trucks parking on Porter Street further congesting the already narrowed 

street. PWD St Clair asked why the police do not ticket speeders until they are speeding by 8 

miles an hour or more. Blaine Verbanac agrees with that question. He states that in school zones 

they don’t wait until that high of a rate of speed to ticket. Councilmember Misowic made a 

motion to table. Councilmember Dahl seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 

4. Personnel Policy Manual Updates – There was a long discussion about evaluations and raises. 

Charles Lindstrom commented about wages. Blaine Verbanac comments on the reduction in force 

policy. Revision requests were given to the Mayor. A motion was made to table by 

Councilmember Johnson, and seconded by Councilmember Dahl. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:. 

 

1. Clothing Allowance/City Property & Policies – No public comment. Informational only. 

2. Plan for Extension of Services – No public comment. Informational only. 

 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Schell attended a TCC meeting. There is a reduction of speed pending on 

E Main which has been approved. PWD St Clair will be following up on that.  

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS: 
Don Dahl reported there will be a zoning meeting tomorrow night at 6pm. 

Kit Johnson had nothing to report.  

Judy Leland gave an update from the LEAP meeting she attended. 

Mike Misowic reminded all of the ROW meeting tomorrow night. 

 

LEGAL REPORTS: Attorney Elverum reported that he is catching up on the criminal cases since his 

return from Romania. 

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS: Councilmember Misowic motioned to pay the bills claim numbers 288967-

289022 for $140,181.77 and 289023-289024 for $127,560.45. Councilmember Leland seconded. Motion 

carried unanimously.  

  

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS: None 

 

MEETING SCHEDULE: 
1. East Helena Zoning Commission Meeting Wednesday, August 17, 2016, 6PM, City Hall RM 101 

2. East Helena ROW (Right-of-Way) Committee Meeting Wednesday, August 17, 2016, 6:30PM, 

City Hall Rm 110 
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3. Special East Helena Council Budget Meeting Thursday, August 18, 2016, 6PM, City Hall Rm 

110 

4. Special East Helena Council Budget Meeting Tuesday, August 23, 2016, 6PM, City Hall Rm 110 

5. Scheduled East Helena Council Meeting Tuesday, September 6, 2016, 7PM, City Hall Rm 110 

6. East Helena ROW (Right-of-Way) Committee Meeting Wednesday, September 7, 2016, 6:30PM, 

City Hall Rm 110 
 

 

ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Schell adjourned the meeting at 9:10pm 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________        _____________________________ 

Clerk        Mayor 


