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CITY OF EAST HELENA 

COUNCIL MEETING  

CITY HALL 

October 4th, 2016 7PM 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Judy Leland, Don Dahl, Kit Johnson, and Mike Misowic 

 

EXCUSED/ABSENT: City Judge Loveless, Fire Chief Troy Maness,  

 

PRESENT FROM CITY: Mayor James Schell, Clerk Treasurer Gena Berry, Public Works Director 

Scott St. Clair, City Attorney Pete Elverum, Chief of Police Dale Aschim 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Charles Lindstrom, Blaine Verbanac, Sally Nyland, Myrna Verbanac, Cheryl 

Verbanac, Ross Mehlhose 

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Schell called the meeting 

to order at 7:00 pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilmember Dahl. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: None 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of the September 20, 2016 Council Meeting were reviewed 

for approval.  A motion was made by Councilmember Dahl seconded by Councilmember Misowic to 

approve the minutes as amended. All members voted aye. Motion carried unanimously.   

 

CITY JUDGE REPORT:  Written report given. 

 

MONTANA ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST GROUP (METG)/EPA UPDATE:  A written report was 

received. No public comments. 

 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS: 

City Clerk Treasurer: Clerk Treasurer Berry reported that she opened a checking account with Valley 

Bank in East Helena and will begin the transfer process from Wells Fargo. Clerk Treasurer Berry 

announced that she will be away for training in Missoula at the Montana League of Cities and Towns. 

Training will be Wednesday, Thursday and Friday of this week. 

 

Police Department: Chief of Police Dale Aschim reported to the council that the City is in receipt of an 

anonymous letter to Mayor Schell. The Chief expressed concern over this type of mail and it could be 

contaminated. The Council received a copy of the letter and the Chief’s response to that letter. The officer 

who went to the Street Survival training is back. Chief eluded to upcoming reports and officer briefs to be 

heard in Council Meetings. While Chief Aschim was parked patrolling recently a citizen approached him 

and complained about a high level of speeding. The Mayor asked Chief Aschim to follow up on the speed 

limit change on Main Street with patrols. Chief said he would be happy to and will be assigning his 

officers to it.   

 

Public Works Department: Public Works Director St. Clair submitted a written report. He also stated 

that the project slated for 2nd and Main St is underway. The will be filling the swimming pool to winterize 

it. We received two rebate checks for $1,083.60 and $3,937.50 from Northwestern Energy for lighting 

projects.  
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Fire Department: Chief Maness was excused.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Gazebo: nothing to report.  

 

Right of Way/Parking/Community Decay Committee: Councilmember Misowic reported that the next 

meeting is the following evening.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

1. East Clark Street Water & Sewer District Wastewater Agreement –City Attorney Elverum 

reported that he is in receipt of the changes suggested by the District and is applying our changes 

to it. Attorney Elverum will confer with the council for the Montana League of Cities and Towns 

at the upcoming conference. Councilmember Johnson thinks and Councilmember Dahl agrees 

that the best rate structure method should mirror the city water user’s usage and not the 

engineering report that Brad used. Attorney Elverum stated that we will have to have the method 

determined and included in the contract. Therefore it must be decided on before we can finalize 

the contract. Mayor Schell asked for permission to move forward with putting this language in the 

contract. Public comment was given by Ross Mehlhose who lives in Clancy but owns a duplex on 

Main St. He has an engineering degree from Cal Tech and would be happy to help. 

Councilmember Johnson made a motion to table this item. Councilmember Dahl seconded. 

Motion passed unanimously.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

1. Upcoming New U.S. Department of Labor Overtime Rules for Exempt City Employees – 

Mayor Schell gave calculations to the council showing how either method will affect the City. 

Councilmember Misowic asks PWD St Clair how he keeps track of his hours. Councilmember 

Misowic then asked the same of the Police Chief. Sally Nyland explained how comp time worked 

at her Federal level job. Charles Lindstrom would like to see changes in overtime pay regarding 

taxes. Councilmember Dahl pointed out that the duty test still applies when determining if 

employees are exempt or not. Councilmember Johnson described what “salaried” used to mean. 

Information only item. 

 

2. Draft Zoning Ordinance – Mayor Schell stated that the City is ready to give the 15 day notice 

and have a public hearing. No public comment. Information only item. 

 

3. Plan For Extension of Services and Capital Improvements Plan Update – Mayor Schell 

asked for comments about the open house that was held. One member of the public attended the 

event. No public comment. Information only item. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Schell submitted a written report. He also gave them a copy of the most 

recent ISO report. Clarification was given on what mutual aid vs auto aid. The Mayor will follow up to 

see how to obtain an auto aid agreement. Councilmember Leland stated that she spoke with Willy Wagner 

about doing a pump test and the cost quoted is $250. There was some confusion as to what the current and 

future pump testing requirements are. Mayor Schell asked for Council volunteers for handing out cookies 

during the Halloween Walk. Mayor Schell will take the 5pm-6pm time slot. Councilmember Leland will 

take the 6pm-7pm shift.  

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS: 
Don Dahl went to MMIA training and the joint Zoning/City Council meeting. 
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Kit Johnson mentioned an upcoming Planning Board meeting. 

Judy Leland attended the Prickly Pear Creek Celebration and was present at 7 Public Works interviews. 

Mike Misowic had been on vacation. 

 

LEGAL REPORTS: Attorney Elverum reported he is working on the East Clark Street item. He will be 

in Missoula for training on Thursday and Friday and was in attendance at the open house. 

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS: Councilmember Dahl asked about the late fee on the badges. Clerk Treasurer 

Berry explained that it came about from some confusion in the bill coming to the City as the badges came 

here but the Sheriff’s Department paying the bill. It took time to sort that out. The amount in question was 

$15.50. Councilmember Dahl motioned to pay the bills claim numbers 289108-289140 for $27,417.04. 

Councilmember Leland seconded. Motion carried unanimously.  

  

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
1. Halloween Walk Along Main Street Monday, October 31, 2016, 5PM to 7PM 

2. Halloween Movie In Main Street Park, Featuring the movie: “Cars” by Pixar Monday, October 

31, 2016, Dusk 

3. Christmas Stroll Thursday, December 1, 2016, 5:30PM to 8:30PM 

 

MEETING SCHEDULE: 
1. East Helena ROW (Right-of-Way) Committee Meeting Wednesday, October 5, 2016, 6:30PM, 

City Hall Rm 110 

2. Scheduled East Helena Council Meeting Tuesday, October 20, 2016, 7PM, City Hall Rm 110 

3. East Helena ROW (Right-of-Way) Committee Meeting Wednesday, October 21, 2016, 6:30PM, 

City Hall Rm 110 

 

ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Schell adjourned the meeting at 8:07pm 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________        _____________________________ 

Clerk        Mayor 


