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CITY OF EAST HELENA 

COUNCIL MEETING  

CITY HALL 

December 20, 2016 7PM 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Judy Leland, Don Dahl, Kit Johnson, and Mike Misowic 

 

EXCUSED/ABSENT: City Judge Loveless, Fire Chief Troy Maness, Chief of Police Dale Aschim 

 

PRESENT FROM CITY: Mayor James Schell, Clerk Treasurer Gena Berry, Public Works Director 

Scott St. Clair, City Attorney Pete Elverum 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Blaine Verbanac, Myrna Verbanac, Cheryl Verbanac, Chet and Amber 

Carpenter, Tova Reddick-Starkel, Eddie Wilkinson with American Exteriors  

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Schell called the meeting 

to order at 7:00 pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilmember Misowic. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: None 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of the December 6, 2016 Council Meeting were reviewed for 

approval as presented.  A motion was made by Councilmember Dahl seconded by Councilmember 

Johnson to approve the minutes. All members voted aye. Motion carried unanimously.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
MONTANA ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST GROUP (METG)/EPA UPDATE:  No written report was 

received. No public comments. 

 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS: 

City Clerk Treasurer:  Clerk Treasurer Berry reported that work continues in collecting past due utility 

and court fine monies. She gave the council a couple of examples of how that is going.  

 

Police Department: Chief of Police Dale Aschim excused.   

 

Public Works Department: Public Works Director St. Clair spoke about the ongoing snow removal. 

One of the city’s plow trucks caught fire the morning of a big snow dump. The crew did not let that faze 

them and still got the snow removed in a timely fashion. Eastgate Volunteer Fire Department loaned a 

plow truck to the city that day. Our plow truck has since been fixed. There was a broken water main 

during the extreme cold snap. The City of Helena was called on to help pinpoint the exact location of the 

underground leak. The leak was fixed on Monday after the weather warmed up a tad. The contractor 

fixing the leak recommended waiting for the weather to cooperate. With the current freeze/thaw activity 

the crew is ever vigilant in monitoring the creek for jams and flooding. There has been a lot of positive 

feedback from the community regarding plowing. Councilmember Johnson thanks Scott and the crew for 

all of their hard work.   

 

Fire Department: Chief Maness was absent.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Right of Way/Parking/Community Decay Committee: Councilmember Misowic gave an overview of 

the last meeting. Next meeting January 4, 2017.  
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

1. Plan For Extension of Services and Capital Improvements Plan Update – Mayor Schell gave 

an update on this and reviewed the Councils desired changes. No public comment. This was an 

information only item. 

2. Resolution 487 Public Information Request Process, Forms, & Fees –No public comment. 

Councilmember Johnson had previously asked about accident reports. Attorney Elverum stated 

that they are confidential and only available to persons they pertain to. The cost is still $5.00. 

Councilmember Johnson asked that a change be made to clarify the request sheet bullet point one. 

Councilmember Johnson made a motion to accept resolution 487 establishing fees to recoup 

actual costs of fulfilling public information requests and its request form with the suggested 

changes. Councilmember Leland seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  

3. East Clark Street Water & Sewer District Wastewater Agreement – Mayor Schell presented 

the Council with a copy of the City’s Wastewater Service Charges ordinances. Section 7-4-6 Rate 

Schedule was discussed. Mayor Schell recommends using the method of calculation Brad Koenig 

presented to the Council previously. Attorney Elverum discussed the overage rate penalty. He 

would also like to amend the agreement to allow the City to reserve the full capacity requested for 

a limited amount of time. He would like to be able to free up that capacity after the initial hookup 

phase and require new hook ups to approach the Council for permission. This will protect the 

City in terms of future growth elsewhere. Next the annexation piece was discussed. Attorney 

Elverum is sure this agreement is nearing completion. There are few items left that need ironed 

out. Public Works Director St Clair would like to tie this lift station into our SCADA monitoring 

system to prevent catastrophic surprises in the event of malfunction. Blaine Verbanac asked a 

question about the lift station. Councilmember Johnson made a motion to table. Councilmember 

Misowic seconded. Motion carried unanimously.  

   

***Item 2 and 3 where presented in reverse order from the agenda in error.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Fireman’s Hall Rental On A Monthly Average Cost – Chet Carpenter of the Living Church of 

God presented the Council with a request to rent the Fire Hall every Saturday and a couple other 

days for the year of 2017. They would like to average the cost of this and pay the City $360 a 

month which would come out to more than the standard $75 for each time. Councilmember 

Misowic asked if this would make for increased cleaning needed at the Fire Hall. The general 

consensus is it will not. He also asked the Carpenters if they were happy with the buildings 

current condition. They are. Next the Council did research to see how many times the building 

was rented on Saturdays in 2016. There is currently a “Social Group” who rent the hall one 

Saturday a month. Their commitment of continuation is pending. On those Saturdays the 

Carpenters group would be agreeable to using the City Hall Gym. They would be willing to use 

the gym on other occasions when the Fire Hall is needed as well. Blaine Verbanac commented 

that this would be a guarantee of use and income rather than hoping for the occasional rental. 

Tova Reddick-Starkel pointed out that the Carpenters seem to be flexible about sharing when 

needed. The Council had been discussing the renting arrangement with the Carpenters and the 

limited availability to others it would cause. Councilmember Johnson made a motion to rent the 

Fire Hall on Saturdays to the Carpenters at $360 a month for the shorter trial period of February 

1st, 2017 through July 2017 excluding Easter weekend and any dates the “Social Group” already 

has reserved should they continue use. Councilmember Dahl seconded. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

2. Door to Door Sales Approval by American Exteriors – Mayor Schell introduced a request by 

Eddie Wilkinson of American Exteriors to allow door to door solicitation. This company 
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contracts for siding and window upgrade projects. Mayor Schell asked Eddie if he had a business 

license for the City of Helena. Eddie indicated that he does. Councilmember Misowic asked if the 

request was for just Eddie to canvas or if there would be more sales persons. Eddie asked for the 

license to encompass himself and his team. No public comments. Councilmember Dahl made a 

motion to allow. Councilmember Leland seconded. Motion carried unanimously. Mayor Schell 

asked Eddie to make sure all NO SOLICITING signs were obeyed.    

 

3. American Foundation For Suicide Prevention – Out of The Darkness Walk Spring 2017 – 

Tova Reddick-Starkel requested use of the City Hall gym with rental fee waived for the Out of 

the Darkness Walk on April 29, 2017. The walk would start and end at City Hall and there would 

be a small resource fair in the building. Tova asked for a councilmember to be on the board for 

the walk. Her goal is to raise $10,000 doing this walk. 50% of the money collected would stay in 

the community for awareness and education. Scott St Clair volunteered to be on the board with 

Tova. No public comment. Councilmember Johnson made a motion to approve the request of free 

use of the gym on April 29, 2017. Councilmember Dahl seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

MAYOR’S REPORT:  Mayor Schell disbursed a copy of the Helena IR story regarding the Eagle Scout 

Welcome to East Helena Sign dedication that took place in the bitter cold December 17, 2016 at 9am. He 

then read a list of individuals and businesses being thanked by the scouts for their help during the process.  

 

Thank You List from Bobby & Tyler Worthy Eagle Scout Project “Welcome To East Helena Sign” 

Here is the list of the people and places that helped on the project in some form or another: 

Mrs. Galbavy and her welding class at Helena High, Pacific Steel and Recycling, Montana Flag and Pole, 

R&R Powderworks, Lions Group, Geddy Parker — Ascension Electric Corp, JT Taylor - Crescent 

Electric, Craig Jenneskens - Robert Peccia & Associates, Chris Laity — Great West Engineering, Mayor 

James Schell,  Scott St. Clair - City of East Helena, Jodee Lemm - Auto Trix, Troop 212, Kit - J4 

Automotive, Chris - Big Horn Rental, Rockhand, BMC, Capital Concrete, Eagles 4040, Tim Peters - 

VFW, MDT, North Western Energy, Lowes, & Helena Sand And Gravel 

 

Mayor Schell thanked Councilmember Dahl for attending the dedication ceremony. There have been calls 

to the Mayor lately from marijuana dispensaries looking for locations to open up shop. These businesses 

are not allowed in City limits at this time. Mayor Schell informed the Council that the court is looking 

into using collection agencies to help collect the outstanding fines.  

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS: 
Don Dahl attended planning board meeting and sign dedication.  

Kit Johnson attended planning board meeting. Update from the school; they will be getting a professional 

traffic impact study for the location of a potential new school. 

Judy Leland attended ROW meeting and LEAP meeting. 

Mike Misowic stated that he and Sally Nyland of the ROW Committee drove every street and alley in the 

city limits conducting a survey of all types of trailers, abandoned vehicles and parking violations. 

 

LEGAL REPORT: Attorney Elverum reported he will be on vacation from the afternoon of the 28th and 

be back in time for the meeting on the 3rd. Pete teased about his continuing beard. It will disappear 

January 6th as he has military drill that weekend. The East Clark Street Interlocal agreement is almost 

complete. There was a successful criminal trial on Monday. 

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS: Councilmember Dahl asked about the playground equipment damage being 

covered by insurance. PWD St Clair indicated that it would be covered. Councilmember Johnson made a 

motion to pay claims 289297-289349 for $47,386.03. Councilmember Misowic seconded. Motion carried 

unanimously.  
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
 

MEETING SCHEDULE:  

1. Scheduled East Helena City Council Meeting Tuesday, January 3, 2017, 7PM, City Hall Rm 110 

2. East Helena ROW (Right-of-Way) Committee Meeting Wednesday, January 4, 2017, 6:30PM, 

City Hall Rm 110 

 

ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Schell adjourned the meeting at 8:40pm. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________        _____________________________ 

Clerk        Mayor 


