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 CITY OF EAST HELENA 

COUNCIL MEETING  

CITY HALL 

March 21, 2017 7PM 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Don Dahl, Judy Leland, Kit Johnson  

 

EXCUSED/ABSENT: City Judge Loveless, Fire Chief Troy Maness, Police Chief Dale Aschim 

and Mike Misowic 

 

PRESENT FROM CITY: Mayor James Schell, Public Works Director Scott St. Clair, Clerk 

Treasurer Gena Berry, and City Attorney Elverum 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Blaine Verbanac, Myrna Verbanac, Sally Nyland, Jill Miller and Jeremy 

Fadness.    

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Schell called the 

meeting to order at 7:03 pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilmember Dahl. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: No comments given by public. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of the March 7, 2017 Council Meeting were 

reviewed for approval as presented.  A motion was made by Councilmember Dahl and seconded 

by Councilmember Leland to approve the minutes as presented. All present councilmembers 

voted aye. The motion carried.     

 

CITY COURT REPORT: A written report will be presented at the next meeting.    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
MONTANA ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST GROUP (METG)/EPA UPDATE:  No report. 

Mayor Schell gave a brief update for the public’s benefit.  

 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS: 

City Clerk Treasurer:  Clerk Treasurer Berry spoke of preparing for the upcoming audit. The 

office has been receiving calls regarding Spring Clean Up Week and the Yard Waste Disposal 

Site opening. A request for funds from the CDBG grant for the CIP and Plan for Extension of 

Services will be submitted this week. One AED will be ordered using funds granted the Police 

Department from Town Pump. Public Works Director St Clair asked if it would be compatible 

with the units used by the local ambulance service. Mayor Schell added that we have been 

working on a spreadsheet showing the reserve requirements for each loan and will present that to 

the Council in the near future.  

 

Police Department: No report as Chief Aschim was excused. 

 

Public Works Department: Public Works Director St. Clair reported that street sweeping began 

last week Friday and should finish this week Friday. The street surface where the water main 

break was repaired this winter is in dire disrepair. Cap Paving said it would be another month or 

two before conditions would allow for repair. The City Maintenance Department may decide to 
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scrape the asphalt off the top and gravel it over until it can be repaired. Spring clean-up and yard 

waste disposal sites were discussed. There could be a change in how the yard waste site is 

manned or its hours of operation this year. Mr. St Clair has been in conversation with the County 

about their plan to blade patch Wylie Dr this summer just as they did Valley Dr last summer. Mr 

St Clair asked for a quote for them to do our portion of Wylie Dr as well, just as was arranged for 

Valley Dr last summer. Councilmember Johnson asked when the playground equipment at JFK 

Park would be repaired. PWD St Clair stated that work on that began today and would finish 

tomorrow. This led to discussion about the state of the equipment at both playgrounds. Mayor 

Schell took this time to speak of Mia Whitfield having done some grant writing for the City at no 

charge to us.  

 

Fire Department: Chief Maness was absent. Mayor Schell presented a request from the Fire 

Department that Melissa Murphy be approved for membership to the force. No public comments. 

Councilmember Johnson made that motion. Councilmember Leland seconded. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Gazebo Committee: Mayor Schell reported that Northwestern Energy agreed that it would be 

possible to move the big green utility box located in Main St Park but would carry a cost to do 

so. Next to be decided are location and design of the gazebo. Total project funds are nearing 

$27,000. The Eagles raised $2100 in the month of February. They also procured a donation 

promise of $5,000 from Asarco in that month. There was a corned beef and cabbage fund raiser 

on St Patrick’s Day also. Next meeting Tuesday March 28, 2017 at 6pm. 

  

ROW Committee: Councilmember Leland reported the committee is working on sight triangle 

issues. Pete is looking at the legal piece. Language was added barring use of ROW for storage. 

Next meeting April 5th at 6:30pm. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
1. Plan For Extension of Services and Capital Improvements Plan Update – Mayor 

Schell gave a status update. The Council assigned fiscal year dates to the projects listed in 

the CIP. The results of this were given out. The final draft is forthcoming. Potentially the 

notices in the newspaper for the upcoming public hearing will be published early April. 

The public hearing is slated for April 18th. No public comment. Information only item. 

2. Solid Waste Ordinance – Input from the sanitation truck drivers has been collected. 

New ordinance coming soon. No public comment. Information only. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. City of East Helena Request Letter To Montana Env. Trust Group For Roads In 

Dartman Field – Mayor Schell explained the need to request a roadway conveyance. 

Eastgate Principal Miller explained details further. There had been a meeting with Chief 

Aschim, Chief Maness, PWD St Clair, Jeremy and Mayor Schell. PWD St Clair again 

expressed a need for an engineered traffic study to address any issues of traffic flow in 

the design phase. Jeremy stated that the traffic study would happen if there is a successful 

bond vote. Councilmember Dahl spoke about needed easements. Councilmember 
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Johnson spoke about future build-out. No public comment. Councilmember Johnson 

made a motion to allow a letter to be sent. Councilmember Dahl seconded. Motion 

carried unanimously. 

2. E.H.Q.E.F. Fun Run Kennedy Park Pavilion Rental Fee Waiver – Fun Run June 3, 

2017 – Mayor Schell presented a request to waive the rental fee for the pavilion at JFK 

Park for the Fun Run to be held June 3, 2017. No public comment. Councilmember 

Johnson made a motion to waive said rental fee. Councilmember Leland seconded. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

3. City Donation of Family Pool Pass to East Helena Fun Run – Mayor Schell asked the 

Council to approve a donation of a family pool pass to the Fun Run. No public comment. 

Councilmember Leland made the motion to allow the donation. Councilmember Dahl 

seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 

4. Volunteer Fire Department Trust Donation – Mayor Schell & City Attorney Elverum 

presented the Council with documents regarding a donation to the Volunteer Fire 

Department from Kathryn Hiltner’s irrevocable trust. Attorney Elverum explained the 

documents and cited MCA that allows the acceptance of this donation. The Council must 

choose if they would like to receive the donation in cash or other assets. Clerk Treasurer 

Berry spoke about the turnaround time of receiving the funds and the fact that we are the 

last beneficiary of the trust to act. Mayor Schell spoke to Dan Clark and Mary Rutherford 

and they both indicated that they believe it is a function of the City Council to decide 

how the funds would be utilized for the benefit of the Fire Department. No public 

comment. Councilmember Dahl made a motion to have the City request cash and sign the 

documents. Councilmember Leland seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.   

5. Early Payment of Fuel Card (Wex) Invoice – Mayor Schell asked the Council for 

permission to pay the Wex Fuel Card bills as they come in to avoid the late fees 

associated with waiting for the Council Meeting for approval. The late fee for the 

statement dated February 28, 2017 was $118.31 on a balance of $3,956.69 or 2.99%. We 

received that statement March 13, 2017 and it was due March 24, 2017. With the Council 

Meeting being the 21st there is no way to get the payment to them before the due date. 

Councilmember Johnson made a motion to pay the WEX bills upon receipt. 

Councilmember Dahl seconded. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

MAYOR’S REPORT:  Mayor Schell spoke about the Transportation Alternatives (TA) 

grant that the school district is working on and their need for the city’s support. We are in the 

process of correcting a sick and vacation time accrual oversight for current employees to 

remedy deficiencies in the City’s current policy. There has been some discussion from the 

school delaying paving the parking lot at the newly proposed school. Craig Jenneskins of 

RPA suggested that the City go through the State for all of the building permits and 

inspections needed for the proposed new school. The school is working on a $500,000 grant 

to clean up the new school land and wanted to put a gravel crusher in temporarily. Zoning 

Officer Jeremy Fadness determined that it would go against the newly adopted zoning 

ordinance as that would be a function of mining which is strictly forbidden. METG and Big 

Sky Trust Fund may be funding a grant to set Lamping Field up for future development to 

the tune of $25,000 each. PWD St Clair asked about the schools proposal for a sidewalk trail 

system regarding the need for any city funds. Mayor Schell indicated that the city would not 

be monetarily involved.  
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COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS: 
Don Dahl attended the gazebo committee meeting. 

Kit Johnson attended the gazebo committee meeting. 

Judy Leland attended the gazebo committee meeting and the ROW meeting 

Mike Misowic was absent. 

 

LEGAL REPORT: Attorney Elverum attended the ROW meeting. He was out of town today. 

The jury trial that was set for last week was settled out of court. Attorney Elverum is also 

reviewing our elections ordinance at the suggestion of the Election Supervisor for Lewis and 

Clark County, Audrey McCue. 

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS: Councilmember Johnson made a motion to pay claims 289553-289598 

for $48,986.34 Councilmember Leland seconded. All voted aye. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS: None 

 

MEETING SCHEDULE:  

1. Scheduled East Helena City Council Meeting Tuesday, April 4, 2017, 7PM, City Hall 

Rm 110 2 

2. East Helena ROW (Right-of-Way) Committee Meeting Wednesday, April 5, 2017, 

6:30PM, City Hall Rm 110 

 

ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Schell adjourned the meeting at 8:03pm. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________        _____________________________ 

Clerk        Mayor 


