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 CITY OF EAST HELENA 

COUNCIL MEETING  

CITY HALL 

April 4, 2017 7PM 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Don Dahl, Judy Leland, Kit Johnson, Mike Misowic  

 

EXCUSED/ABSENT: City Judge Loveless, Fire Chief Troy Maness 

 

PRESENT FROM CITY: Mayor James Schell, Public Works Director Scott St. Clair, Clerk 

Treasurer Gena Berry, Police Chief Dale Aschim and City Attorney Elverum 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Blaine Verbanac, Myrna Verbanac, Linda Parker, Robin and Mike 

Hossfeld, Ron Whitmoyer, many others please see list attached. 

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Schell called the 

meeting to order at 7:00 pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilmember Johnson. 

 

PROCLAMATION: National Service Day- Mayor Schell read the proclamation honoring 

individuals who dedicate their time and energy to the service of others. During the public 

comment period Anna Yeagle thanked the Mayor and Council for their work and dedication. She 

explained the general mission of Americorps and its many groups. Then she went around the 

room introducing the different programs and its members in attendance. Jess Hegstrom, the 

VISTA working for East Helena Public Schools coordinating suicide prevention and awareness 

in East Helena, read the story of her personal journey. A gentleman from Montana Conservation 

Corp spoke of their wildland work. Vicki Turner a VISTA for DPHHS doing outreach and 

human resources work spoke of her endeavors. There being no further public comment, 

Councilmember Johnson made a motion to pass the proclamation. Councilmember Leland 

seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

7:21pm 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Ron Whitmoyer of East Helena Public Schools spoke about the 

upcoming May 13, 2017 mail ballot regarding the school board election where there are 4 people 

vying for 3 spots and the bond issue. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of the March 21, 2017 Council Meeting were 

reviewed for approval as presented.  A motion was made by Councilmember Dahl and seconded 

by Councilmember Misowic to approve the minutes as presented. All present councilmembers 

voted aye. The motion carried.     

 

CITY COURT REPORT: A report of monthly court collections was presented. Collections are 

up and we are in receipt of our first payment collected through SABHRS. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
MONTANA ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST GROUP (METG)/EPA UPDATE:  No report. 

Mayor Schell expects a report soon. 

 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS: 
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City Clerk Treasurer:  Clerk Treasurer Berry referenced her written report. She also spoke 

about the newly obtained AED until that will be housed in City Hall. 

 

Police Department: Chief Aschim presented a written report. He brought one of the new 

communication radios to show the council. They have a blue tooth with the microphone. These 

radios were tested in the City’s typical problem areas and work great. Chief spoke about the 

Homeland Security Grant submission. Councilmember Misowic asked what happens to the old 

radios. Chief plans to keep them until they are phased out and then sell or pass them on to other 

agencies. The annual survey of facilities for the Montana Board of Crime Control has been 

prepared. We have been rated the 2nd safest city in Montana this year in terms of violent crimes. 

A support letter was sent to the Missouri River Task Force for a grant they are seeking. Chief 

explains that there is a serious drug problem in East Helena we use the task force to police this 

for us. The public keeps informing Chief about suspected drug houses. Mayor Schell asked if 

there is something keeping the City from doing our own drug busts. Chief stated that he passes 

the information on to the task force hoping to get busts rather than upping patrols and visits 

having the issues move locations. Lastly Chief talked about motor vehicle theft being up. This 

may result in a possible tow bill for having towed a vehicle found at Chinamen’s Camp Ground. 

He tried clearing it with the insurance company first but it was closed. Clerk Treasurer asked the 

amount of the bill. Approximately $265.00. Councilmember Misowic asked why it was towed. 

Chief indicated that it will be used as evidence as it had been stolen. Councilmember Misowic 

asked how we got such a high safety rating with such a big drug problem. Mayor Schell asked 

 if PFMA’s are considered violent crimes. Yes, they are. Mayor Schell asked then about an item 

in Chief’s written report referencing Morton and Clinton, not knowing where that would be. 

Chief gave it some thought and retracted Morton replacing it with Thurman.  

 

Public Works Department: Public Works Director St. Clair submitted a written report with 

many talking points. PWD St Clair stated that this is a catch up week as he and Kevin were at 

Sewer School last week. The floc rake went down again. It was fixed before any DEQ testing 

violations occurred. Montana Ave lift station has been plugging due to something frequently 

being flushed that shouldn’t be. PWD St Clair said that we will be addressing the issue to the 

public and educating them about what not to flush soon. PWD St Clair will be working with a 

new rep on our outdated meter reading equipment. It has not been working right and the previous 

rep was not solving the problem. Planning work has been done on the McClellan well site 

fencing. We are trying to devise a system to keep the elk out of it. Steve Johnson is back on duty 

and working on cutting dead tree limbs. A vault is to be installed in JFK in the new term. At City 

Hall there have been a few boiler shutdowns for repairs. Two register units have been running 

fully open. At the Firemen’s Rec Hall the heater fan motor from 1946 failed and has been 

replaced. PWD St Clair attended the bid opening for the East Clark Street Sewer District as part 

of their project will be on City property. We will try to work with them about solving our 

drainage issues in that location at the same time. PWD St Clair is in communication with the 

certification department of the DEQ about the fact that the teachings during their schools don’t 

match up with what is on the certification tests to see if a solution can be found. A math tutor the 

city has been working with, for extra work on the DEQ testing noticed issues with our EPA 

online ECHO reports that have been in violation for 2.5 years. Several people have tried to 

determine what the problem has been and none have been successful until now. PWD St Clair is 

working with Kevin Orr and the DEQ in an attempt to correct any ECHO errors. An individual 
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has requested a map showing the City easement for the McClellan Creek water main. They are 

looking at selling the property. The City Administration office, the Mayor and the City Surveyor 

are searching old records for that information. Attorney Elverum asked for an update on the East 

Clark Street Sewer Districts project progression. City Clerk Treasurer Berry replied that they had 

a meeting the night before and all residents received a copy of the affidavit for the city’s right to 

annex. Mayor Schell spoke about PWD St Clair taking the initiative to learn and help fix the 

problem of the gap between the certification training and testing. PWD St Clair stated that the 

current job description for maintenance worker says that all certificated must be obtained by all 

workers in the department within two years, which is unrealistic. He is looking at that to see if it 

is truly necessary. Mayor Schell stated that he was aware of the problem with the EPA ECHO 

report error stemming from back when he was a councilmember. He is glad it is being addressed 

finally.  

 

Fire Department: Chief Maness was absent. Chief Maness sent a written report however.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Gazebo Committee: Mayor Schell gave kudos to Mike and Robin Hossfeld for their ongoing 

fund raising efforts pertaining to Capital Improvements at Main Street Park. The next meeting is 

April 12, 2017 at 6pm. Clerk Treasurer Berry reported that we received a $5,000 donation from 

ASARCO that Robin Hossfeld spearheaded. Attorney Elverum is gathering information about 

the $80,000 project threshold. 

 

ROW Committee: Councilmember Misowic stated that the committee is waiting for updates on 

the resolution suggestions from Attorney Elverum. Councilmember Misowic thanks everyone for 

the coverage when he was on vacation.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
1. Plan For Extension of Services and Capital Improvements Plan Update – Mayor 

Schell gave a status update on the Capital Improvements Plan. The final draft is still in 

the works. The public hearing is slated for April 18th. Attorney Elverum addressed 

Councilmember Dahl’s prior comments on the Plan for Extension of Services. He also 

spoke to discussions with Jeremy Fadness Engineer from WWC Engineering. No public 

comment. Information only items. 

2. Solid Waste Ordinance – New ordinance coming soon. No public comment. 

Information only. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Quilts On Main Street – Linda Parker askes the Council for permission to hold Quilts 

on Main Street again this year. She plans to have more volunteers and use less actual 

street space and expanding into Main Street Park. She will be working with Main Street 

residents who may want to display quilts in their yards making the event more 

community. She received a $1,000 national grant to promote her event. The Quilts on 

Main Street is slated for the 2nd Saturday in August (August 12th) from 10-4 with set up 

starting at 7am. She estimated having between 300 and 500 attendees last year. The 

special event insurance and permission from the MDOT will be obtained just like last 
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year. Public would still be able to access the park for their use as well. Also needed are a 

business license for the events vendors covered under the one day license and use 

agreement for the park. Councilmember Dahl made a motion to allow the event if all of 

the stipulations are met.  No public comment. Councilmember Leland seconds. Motion 

carried unanimously. 

2. Eagles 4040 Gazebo Fundraising Selling Wristbands/Keychains In City Admin 

Office – Mike Hossfeld asked the Council for permission to have a small display of 

wristbands and keychains for sale in the City Hall Administration office. Proceeds 

benefiting the Main Street Park capital improvements. Mayor Schell asked Clerk 

Treasurer Berry about the logistics. Clerk Treasurer Berry stated that it would not be a 

problem to sell them items and receipt them immediately into the software system. No 

public comment. Councilmember Johnson made a motion to allow the sale of these items 

in the City Hall Administration office. Councilmember Leland seconded. Motion passed 

unanimously. 

3. Eagles 4040 Gazebo Fundraising Main Street Park Saturday Sale – Mike Hossfeld 

asked the Council for permission to hold a Flea Market/Garage Sale in Main Street Park 

on the second Saturday of each month May through August to raise money for the Main 

Street Park capital improvements. There was brief discussion about whether these would 

be considered city sponsored in terms of special event insurance requirements. It was 

determined that since the City is the beneficiary of these efforts it is a City sponsored 

event. No public comments. Councilmember Johnson made a motion to allow. 

Councilmember Misowic seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  

4. Snow Removal Ordinance – Blaine Verbanac presented the Council with a section of 

the snow removal ordinance from the City of Conrad as a sample. He would like to see 

East Helena develop an ordinance to regulate contractors and public in their efforts of 

snow removal. Residents have been clearing their private property into the ROW and 

adding to the piles created by snow removal at the schools. He would like to have rules 

dictating where snow can be piled at large. No public comments. Councilmember 

Misowic made a motion to move this topic to the ROW committee. Councilmember Dahl 

seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 

5. Stop Signs and/or Yield Sign Placement – Blaine Verbanac noted that the East side of 

the City is lacking in controlled intersections. He would like to see more stop or yield 

signs placed at uncontrolled intersections providing for higher public safety. Mayor 

Schell names Riggs, Prickley Pear, Grand and Helena Ave as examples. He also informed 

the Council that Helena used to be a one way.Reference ordinance 116. No public 

comment. Councilmember Johnson made a motion to refer this issue to the Safety 

Committee. Councilmember Dahl seconds. Motion passed unanimously.  

6. MMIA Employee Benefits Program 2017/2018 - Mayor Schell & Clerk/Treasurer 

Berry presented the Council with information regarding the health benefits premium 

increase for budget year 17/18 which starts in July before the budget is set. The 

preliminary increase is 3.9%. This will result in an increase of $300.96 a month for our 

12 employees on the plan at $25.08 each member. Clerk Treasurer shared the schedule of 

benefits with the Council detailing each available plan for the Council’s information. No 

public comments. Councilmember Dahl made a motion to allow the increase for the 

upcoming budget year. Councilmember Johnson seconded. Motion carried unanimously.  



5 

 

7. Oktoberfest Gazebo Fundraiser Kennedy Park Pavilion Rental Fee Waiver October 

7, 2017 – Mayor Schell shared with the Council Brigit Stipich’s desire to have an 

Oktoberfest in JFK Park. She is requesting a waiver for the rental fee. Discussion ensued 

regarding alcohol in the park, insurance, open container laws, private party v. vendor 

catered events. Blaine Verbanac spoke about a long ago keg party allowed in the park and 

suggested we charge a higher rate for rental with alcohol. No further public comments. 

Councilmember Johnson made a motion to waive the fee for Oktoberfest. 

Councilmember Dahl seconded fee waiver. All other details will have to come before the 

Council at a later date.  

8. Loan/Bond Reserve Requirements – Clerk/Treasurer Berry presented the Council with 

a spreadsheet and supporting documents regarding the loan/bond reserve requirements. 

Information only. Councilmembers are encouraged to study this and ask questions. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT:  Mayor Schell submitted a written report. He then spoke about updates 

to the municipal election calendar and who is up for election this year in the council; Ward 1 – 

Councilmember Leland, Ward 2 – Councilmember Dahl, and Mayor Schell. A spreadsheet 

detailing information from FY 15, 16 and 17 business license issuance was presented. There is a 

flier for the Annual VFW Easter Egg Hunt in the Council packets. Mayor Schell talked about the 

newly developed Administrative Assistant job description that he is currently reviewing. Next up 

was benchmarking. He asked for volunteers for a benchmarking committee. Councilmembers 

Leland and Misowic volunteered. Mayor Schell pointed out the need to take another look and 

some of the current benchmarking as when the admin office did the pool manager position, 

because it is currently out for hire, the result was different than what it had previously been. It 

had been set as the same rate and the City’s janitor position. Living Church of God can be 

expected to approach the Council soon to ask for permission to keep using the Fire Rec Hall on 

Saturday’s. Mayor Schell was informed that Loyalty Day is May 11th, 2017. The State of 

Montana flag at City Hall have been changed out to the POW MIA flag as required by MCA. 

The Pool Manager position is currently advertised. Thank you’s for the Gazebo Fund donations 

thus far are before the Council for signature. Mayor Schell has been asked for permission to put 

blue pinwheels along the edge of Main Street Park the week of April 24th in support of Child 

Abuse Awareness by the East Helena School District. Steve Johnson has agreed to mow prior to 

their installation. Senate Bill 139 allowing communities to vote on k-12 school expansion issues 

is in its 3rd reading. Mayor Schell received a draft ordinance to update our voting laws from the 

1927 ordinance, Go Pete!  

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS: 
Don Dahl attended the gazebo committee meeting, a CIP meeting. He asked if the City owned a 

backhoe or a mini-excavator. We do not currently but it is on the wish list.  

Kit Johnson attended the gazebo committee meeting. He has found a funeral home who is 

excited about the plans to update the Veterans Memorial in Main Street Park. 

Judy Leland attended the gazebo committee meeting. 

Mike Misowic had been on vacation. 

 

LEGAL REPORT: Attorney Elverum has drafted an update to the city’s voting regulations. He 

has been working on some personnel issues. Prepping for court. Working on updates to the 
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nuisance ordinance. He would be glad to buy a fundraising brick when they come available for 

purchase.  

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS: Two sets this time. Set one Councilmember Dahl asked a question 

about why the charges for spindle nuts differ from the amount listed on one that was returned. It 

was determined that the charge for the wrong size nut was in a different month than the return. It 

was also suggested that we review the contract with Davis Business Machines for the copy 

machine and Councilmember Dahl asked why the city pays $306 a year for the Independent 

when he pays $35 a month.  Councilmember Johnson made a motion to pay claims 289631-

289640 for $2,849.24. Councilmember Misowic seconded. Motion carried unanimously. A 

question was asked about the $4,185.98 going to RPA. RPA was investigating a potential 

problem in one of our original wastewater lines. This line of ours had no mapping that could be 

found and they were documenting this line as it is a vital wastewater line to the plant. 

Councilmember Dahl made a motion to pay claims 289599-289630 for $41,119.02. 

Councilmember Leland seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

1. VFW 66th Annual Easter Egg Hunt Sunday, April 16, 2017, 1PM, Main Street Park 

Ages 0-4, 5-7, and 8-10  

 

MEETING SCHEDULE:  

1. East Helena ROW (Right-of-Way) Committee Meeting Wednesday, April 5, 2017, 6:30PM, 

City Hall Rm 110  

2. East Helena Planning Board Meeting Tuesday, April 11, 2017, 6PM, City Hall Rm 110  

3. East Helena Gazebo Committee Meeting Wednesday, April 12, 6PM, City Hall Rm 110  

4. Scheduled East Helena City Council Meeting Tuesday, April 18, 2017, 7PM, City Hall Rm 

110  

5. East Helena ROW (Right-of-Way) Committee Meeting Wednesday, April 19, 2017, 6:30PM, 

City Hall Rm 110  

 

ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Schell adjourned the meeting at 9:29pm. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________        _____________________________ 

Clerk        Mayor 


