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 CITY OF EAST HELENA 

COUNCIL MEETING  

CITY HALL 

May 2, 2017 7PM 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Don Dahl, Judy Leland, Kit Johnson, Mike Misowic  

 

EXCUSED/ABSENT: City Judge Loveless, Fire Chief Troy Maness 

 

PRESENT FROM CITY: Mayor James Schell, Public Works Director Scott St. Clair, Clerk 

Treasurer Gena Berry, Police Chief Dale Aschim, and City Attorney Pete Elverum 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Blaine Verbanac, Jeremiah Simono 

 

**Prior to the Pledge of Allegiance Mayor Schell spoke about what was taught about the Pledge 

of Allegiance at Loyalty Day this year. The lesson was about the “one nation under God” part. 

There is not supposed to be a pause there as there is no comma between nation and under. 

Jeremiah Simono indicated that he was at that lesson and it was a good one.** 

 

PUBLIC MEETING CALLED TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Schell 

called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilmember 

Leland, which was said without the pause as indicated above. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: none 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of the April 18, 2017 Council Meeting were 

reviewed for approval as presented.  A motion was made by Councilmember Dahl seconded by 

Councilmember Misowic to approve the minutes as presented. All councilmembers voted aye. 

The motion carried.     

 

CITY COURT REPORT: Report coming soon. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
MONTANA ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST GROUP (METG)/EPA UPDATE:  No report. 

Mayor Schell spoke of hearing from Brian Obert regarding a possible grant from Big Sky Trust 

Fund and METG in the amount of $25,000 each to do a study on Lamping Field.  

 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS: 

City Clerk Treasurer:  Clerk Treasurer Berry included a written report in the packet. Clerks 

Institute is next week. Deputy Clerk Shannon and Clerk Treasurer Berry will be in Billings for 

that. Temporary Administration Assistant Amy Thorngren will be here in our stead. Mayor 

Schell spoke about the value of having this part-time office employee. She had been working on 

records retention and disposal. As a result she petitioned the State and got permission to dispose 

of 325 pounds of confidential documents. This practice had been delayed in the past. This was 

done through the Helena Industries Recycling Event here at City Hall. 

 

Police Department: Chief Aschim apologized for not having a written report due to family 

medical issues in Billings he had to tend to. He thanked the Mayor for time off to do that and 
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stated he will include a written report for the next meeting. Recapped the weekend events such as 

the Bike Blessing, Suicide Awareness Walk and the Prescription Drug Take Back. The City was 

full and everything went well. Chief had an inspection with the Government Surplus today. A 

prior Chief worked with them previously to obtain four mini 14’s 223 round rifles and two 9mm 

pistols. The Government Surplus Department is now conducting annual visual inspection of 

these weapons. We use these weapons for range training. Disposal of these weapons is not easy 

this is in part why we keep them. Incidents of graffiti are up as reported by Public Works 

Director St Clair. Chief will start patrols in that alley near Long John Falls. This coming 

Thursday is cohesiveness training for the department put on by MMIA and the Montana Law 

Enforcement Academy. Still working on several directives given to him by the Mayor. Chief, 

Mayor and Pete have a hearing with the Police Commission on Thursday to address a complaint. 

Clerk Treasurer Berry asked what time the Cohesiveness training is and in which room. Chief 

said he would check on that. Councilmember Misowic asked if the mini 14’s had been replaced. 

Yes, they have. Now we have AR 15’s through a grant several years ago with great optics. Chief 

stated that we have the best weapons in the county.  

 

Public Works Department: Public Works Director St. Clair included a written report in the 

packets. He discussed item 3 bullet 2; there had been a meeting with the City’s new rep with 

Sensus Metering. Our system needs to be replaced. This will cost between $25,000 and $30,000 

for a new reader. The new meters would cost $120,000 to change at once. Item 5; the vault at 

JFK has been installed. Now the park water can be turned off without turning off the pool. A 

meter will be installed here has well. Item 8; He attended the East Clark Street Sewer District 

pre-bid meeting. He thought it went well and Robert Peccia and Associates Engineering firm did 

a good job. Construction might start as soon as May 8th. We are in receipt of the annexation 

documents we needed. PWD St Clair spoke about the graffiti stating that JFK to Long John Falls 

was hard hit this weekend. It has been covered over with paint. PWD St Clair reported that two 

different people had dogs running off leash in JFK Park on Sunday. Parks employee Steve 

Johnson informed those folks of the rules regarding the dog leash laws and one of them was 

extremely rude to him. PWD St Clair asked the Council to give the Mayor a directive to give the 

Chief of Police a directive to get the dogs at large in the parks and graffiti patrol dealt with. The 

City had a Talk Saves Lives Suicide Training for employees. PWD St Clair was disappointed 

that the Police Officers were not informed that we were having that class. He called each of them 

by phone the day before to let them know. The only one able to attend was Robert. The others 

could not make it on that short of notice. The Out of the Darkness debriefing meeting is 

scheduled for the 11th. He felt like the walk went well. Councilmember Misowic would like to 

see Steve Johnson turning in license plate number etc when people are rude to him like that. 

PWD St Clair said that he had told Steve as much and to report it though dispatch so there is a 

call for service record of the complaint. Steve will call these in from now on. Chief Aschim 

indicated that there is no ordained limit on number of dogs per residence at this time. Chief 

Aschim said that PWD St Clair asking the Council to give the Mayor a directive to give to him is 

perfectly fine but those were already in place. He responded that the Police Department will act 

accordingly when called. Councilmember Misowic told Mr. St Clair to have Steve walk away 

and not put up with rude people. Councilmember Misowic agrees with added patrols and perhaps 

security cameras. Chief Aschim again agreed to step up patrols and stated that he thought PWD 

St Clair had budgeted for cameras. Councilmember Misowic asked follow up questions. 

Councilmember Leland asked what the current rules are for dogs in Kennedy Park. Dogs are 
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allowed on the sidewalk and on a leash. Chief Aschim noted that we need to address dogs 

beyond the park perimeter in the field. Chief Aschim indicates more signage could help. Mayor 

Schell will put on the next agenda to clarify where dogs are allowed in relation to the park. 

Attorney Elverum stated that he will give a full dissertation about all things dogs at the next 

meeting.    

 

Fire Department: Chief Maness was absent.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Street Safety Committee: There was a brief meeting with Fire Chief Maness, PWD St Clair and 

citizen Blaine Verbanic. Chief Aschim was absent. There will be another meeting when Chief 

Aschim can attend. Engineers will be needed to help determine sight triangles, angle parking, 

and stop sign placement before they can make a recommendation to the council. Councilmember 

Johnson said that he was on N Cleveland today. He noticed a crew cab truck angle parked there, 

it took up the whole road. He asked if we could remove the sign for angle parking and revert it 

back to parallel? PWD St Clair gave a history of the angle parking in that area. Attorney Elverum 

said that the ROW Committee researched the history of all things parking in depth. The 

consensus is that the signage be removed. The parking there was made angle parking by Mayoral 

edict and can be removed as such.  

Gazebo Committee: There is a new model concept. All at the meeting liked the wood design as 

opposed to the steel design. PWD St Clair and Councilmember Johnson went to Mark’s Lumber 

to discuss options and they will draw up some plans and provide an estimate prior to the next 

meeting on the 9th. Next the committee will decide on a location. Councilmember Johnson would 

like everyone to be thinking about the overall footprint.  

ROW Committee: Councilmember Misowic stated that the committee finalized ordinance 

change recommendations on parking to the council.  He also gave a quick run-down of where the 

committee is on all other topics. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 

1. Solid Waste Ordinance – New ordinance coming soon. No public comment. 

Information only.   
 

2. Loan/Bond Reserve Requirements – Clerk/Treasurer Berry found discrepancies when 

reviewing the balances of the reserves. These errors were from FY14. Auditor Tom 

Hayes said to make the correction to the current period. This will put close to $5,000 

back into operating cash in the wastewater fund. No public comment. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. 1. Music On Tuesday’s In East Helena Main Street Park – Jeremiah Simono asked 

the council for permission to hold summer concerts on Tuesdays in Main Street Park 

similar to Alive at 5 done in Helena. It will be a not for profit event series. He hopes to 

have local business’ donate to the cause. The Mayor and Council welcome the venture 

and went over things that will be needed such as insurance, permitting and licenses. 

Councilmember Misowic asked if it would be run as a money making business. No it 

would not. No dogs would be allowed. The Mayor stated that Main St is a State Highway 

and the process to close it is required. Attorney Elverum suggested he look into the B.I.D. 
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group who does Helena’s Alive at 5.  He also states that open container laws would have 

to be addressed and vendors would need alcohol catering licenses to provide those sales. 

Councilmember Johnson asked that the local vendors be used to serve alcohol. Other 

things for consideration are Police Department overtime and contract, barricades, stage 

rental, bands wanting paid, trash cans, insurance and porta potties. He suggests starting 

small and then scaling up. No public comments. Councilmember Johnson made a motion 

to table. Councilmember Leland seconded. Motion passed unanimously.   

2. Reappointment of Al Murphy To Police Commission – Mayor Schell requested the 

Council to reappoint Al Murphy to the Police Commission. His new term would end 

5/2/2020. No public comment. Councilmember Johnson made that motion. 

Councilmember Dahl seconded. Motion carried unanimously.  

3. Discuss Dartman Property Potential Development – Mayor Schell opened discussion 

regarding impacts of the new school in Dartman Field in the City. Councilmember 

Misowic is concerned about roads. Also concerned about the new school taking up a lot 

of room and preventing residential growth and the property tax implications of that. 

Councilmember Leland is concerned about traffic flow and parking. Councilmember 

Dahl is concerned about roads, Thurman, in particular. Who will be paying for the 

paving. He also worries about Montana Ave. and Valley congestion. Councilmember 

Johnson stated that the planning board is paying close attention to these issues as well. A 

full traffic study will be done. Sidewalks are also being considered. He reminds the 

Council that the City’s requirements must be equitable. PWD St Clair is concerned about 

parking lot paving, snow storage, Thurman paving bill and wants the traffic study to be of 

very high quality. Attorney Elverum stated that we need to think of all of the pieces that 

will impact the City. Councilmember Johnson addressed the gravel parking lot stating 

that state statute will allow it to not be paved. He also reminds the Council that this was 

the case last time a parking lot was built by the school but they also paved it as soon as 

they could. PWD St Clair is concerned about Dartman Lane (Lewis St) maintenance. 

Councilmember Johnson stated that the school will be addressing that. It must be 

emergency vehicle worthy. Mayor Schell also wants to ensure a high quality traffic study 

be done especially where the non-paved portion of Thurman is. Blaine Verbanic is also 

concerned with emergency vehicle ingress and egress. PWD St Clair and Mayor Schell 

told the Council that all permitting for the school project will be going through the State.  

Information only.  

4. Update East Helena Wards & Election Regulations Ordinances/City Code – Mayor 

Schell spoke about the City’s wards and elections ordinance needing updated. Attorney 

Elverum has been working with the County Elections Office to bring our ordinance 

current with State Law. PWD St Clair asked if there is a current ward count and a count 

of registered voters. Attorney Elverum said that should be looked at due to growth. Next 

a public hearing will need to happen. Information only. 

5. Refund Kennedy Park Customer Payment – Mayor Schell asked the Council to 

consider a refund of user rental fee regarding JFK Park. Connie Griffith rented the park 

for a wedding. Due to City oversight there were no bathrooms or electricity during this 

wedding. Mayor Schell suggests we update our rental agreement to indicate that 

bathrooms and electricity may not be available in April and May. He also stated that it 

should be noted who to call if folks need help during their time of rental. Councilmember 

Misowic stated that lights being on at the pavilion could deter graffiti. Discussion 



5 

 

resulted about this. Councilmember Johnson made a motion to allow refund. 

Councilmember Leland seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

MAYOR’S REPORT:  Mayor Schell submitted a written report in the packets. Capital T bus 

rider stats were given and explained. Mayor Schell will make another request that Chief Maness 

have the 1994 Fire Truck pump tested at 1000, 750 and 500. Mayor Schell found information in 

ordinance 6-1-3 regarding Public Drinking. It is allowed in Kennedy Park. The City is in receipt 

of a response letter from MDT regarding the City’s request to amend the Highway 12 East Safety 

Study to include the City’s points of concern. The response letter indicated that when funding 

becomes available they would re-examine our request. The City is in receipt of a letter regarding 

a public comment period on the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program. A copy of the 

thank you in the newspaper from the VFW Auxiliary regarding the Easter Egg Hunt was 

distributed. Mayor Schell provided a listing of local government increases in gas tax due to new 

legislation. Copies of the Capital Improvements Plan and Extension of Services Plan were given. 

One pool manager application was received. As a result this position will be offered as a 

temporary for one year. Mayor Schell suggested a change to the ROW Committee of only having 

meetings once a month instead of twice. Councilmember Misowic agreed to ask the committee at 

the next meeting.  Thank you cards were sent to the Treacy Foundation and Mia Whitfield for 

their contributions to the AED donations and grant writing efforts. Mayor Schell indicated a need 

for blinds in the council room. A spreadsheet was included in the packets showing amounts of 

correction regarding vacation and sick time to seasonal and temporary workers.  

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS: 
Don Dahl attended the suicide training and the audit exit meeting. 

Kit Johnson attended the suicide training and the audit exit meeting, gazebo meeting at Mark’s 

Lumber, walked in the Out of the Darkness event. 

Judy Leland attended the Gazebo committee meeting, the suicide training and ROW committee 

meeting. 

Mike Misowic attended the ROW committee and the suicide training. 

 

LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Elverum announced that he is now the part-time City Attorney for 

the City of Deer Lodge. Attended the suicide training and the ROW committee.  

 

PAYMENT OF BILLS: Councilmember Dahl asked about the object code 243 being blown out 

by the Fire Department on Viking Macs Suits. Councilmember Dahl made a motion to pay 

claims 289677-289692 totaling $11,427.42. Councilmember Leland seconded. Motion carried 

unanimously. Councilmember Johnson made a motion to pay claims 289693-289705 for 

$13,006.18 seconded by Councilmember Misowic. Motion passed unanimously.  

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

 

MEETING SCHEDULE: 

  

1. East Helena ROW (Right-of-Way) Committee Meeting Wednesday, May 3, 2017, 6:30PM, 

City Hall Rm 110 

2. East Helena Gazebo Committee Meeting Tuesday, May 9, 2017, 6PM, City Hall Rm 110 
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3. Scheduled East Helena City Council Meeting Tuesday, May 16, 2017, 7PM, City Hall Rm 110 

 

ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Schell adjourned the meeting at 9:02pm. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________        _____________________________ 

Clerk        Mayor 


