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MEETING AGENDA  
CITY OF EAST HELENA 
CITY HALL – 306 EAST MAIN - ROOM 110  
COUNCIL MEETING: 6:30 PM 
DATE: TUESDAY, JUNE 17, 2025 
JOIN ZOOM MEETING: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/3787705872  
CONFERENCE CALL-IN: 1-253-205-0468 MEETING ID: 378 770 5872 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: Mayor Harris 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Councilmember Feist 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: Note: This time is set aside for comments from the public on matters 
that are not on the meeting agenda. Public comments will be taken on agenda items prior to a 
motion. All public comments will be limited to a reasonable duration. Prior to your comments, 
please state your name and address in an audible tone of voice for the record. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: June 3, 2025 
 
CITY COURT REPORT: City Judge Dennis Loveless 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS: 

Administration – Clerk/Treasurer Amy Thorngren  
Police Department – Police Chief Mike Sanders  
Public Works - Public Works Director Kevin Ore  
Volunteer Fire Department - Fire Chief Roger Campbell 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Plant Road Right-of-Way for Vigilante West Subdivision  – Mayor Harris 
Action: Approve/Deny/Table 

2. Discussion on Recruitment of Members for the Planning Board, Zoning Commission, & 
Police Commission -  Mayor Harris 
Action: Information Only 

 
MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Harris 
 
COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS: 

Don Dahl  
Judy Leland  
Wesley Feist 
Suzanne Ferguson 
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LEGAL REPORT: City Attorney Elverum 
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS: Action: Approve/Deny/Table 
 
MEETING SCHEDULE: 

1. East Helena City Council Meeting, Tuesday, July 1, 6:30 p.m., City Hall Room 110 
2. East Helena City Council Meeting, Tuesday, July 15, 6:30 p.m., City Hall Room 110 

 
ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Harris 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADA NOTICE 
The City of East Helena is committed to providing access to persons with disabilities for its meetings, in compliance 
with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act and the Montana Human Rights Act. The city will not exclude 
people with disabilities from participating in its meetings, or otherwise deny them the City’s services, programs, or 
activities. Persons with disabilities requiring accommodations to participate in the City’s meetings, services, programs, 
or activities should contact the City Clerk as soon as possible to allow sufficient time to arrange for the requested 
accommodation, at any of the following: 

(406) 227-5321 or TTY Relay Service 1-800-253-4091 or 711 
cityclerk@easthelenamt.us - 306 East Main Street, P.O. Box 1170, East Helena, MT 59635 
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MEETING MINUTES  
CITY OF EAST HELENA 
CITY HALL – 306 EAST MAIN - ROOM 110  
COUNCIL MEETING: 6:30 PM 
DATE: TUESDAY, JUNE 3, 2025 
JOIN ZOOM MEETING: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/3787705872  
CONFERENCE CALL-IN: 1-253-205-0468 MEETING ID: 378 770 5872 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: Mayor Harris called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
Councilmember Leland led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CITY OFFICIALS & STAFF PRESENT: Mayor Kelly Harris, Council President Don 
Dahl, Councilmember Judy Leland, Councilmember Wesley Feist, Councilmember Suzanne 
Ferguson, Clerk/Treasurer Amy Thorngren, City Attorney Pete Elverum, Police Chief Mike 
Sanders, Deputy Police Chief Ed Royce, and Patrol Officer Chris Kirkegaard 
 
PUBLIC PRESENT: Jennifer McBroom and Duane Williams 
 
ABSENT/EXCUSED: City Judge Dennis Loveless, Public Works Director Kevin Ore, and 
Fire Chief Roger Campbell 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: There were no public comments on any non-agenda items. 
 
(0:00:45) APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The draft minutes of the May 20, 2025 meeting 
were included in the council packet. There was no public comment. Councilmember Dahl 
made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Councilmember Leland seconded the 
motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
CITY COURT REPORT: City Judge Dennis Loveless was excused. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS: 
(0:00:20) Administration – Clerk/Treasurer Amy Thorngren reported that the admin office 
had been busy with swimming lesson registrations, building permits, business licenses, 
notarizations and court business. She noted that the closing for the new wastewater loan 
would occur on June 12th. 
(0:04:25) Police Department – Police Chief Mike Sanders reported that there had been 295 
calls-for-service in May, the department coordinated with the county attorney’s office 
regarding PMFA arrest paperwork protocol, he testified in district court regarding the theft of 
rodeo ticket proceeds, he and Deputy Chief Royce attended the Montana Association of 
Chiefs of Police meeting, and he attended the Criminal Justice Coordinating Committee 
meeting. 
Public Works – A written report was included in the council packet. Public Works Director 
Kevin Ore was excused. 
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Volunteer Fire Department - Fire Chief Roger Campbell was excused. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

1. (0:11:05) 2nd Annual East Helena Christmas Convoy  –Montana Trucking 
Association Executive Director Duane Williams requested Council’s approval to once 
again hold the Christmas Convoy in East Helena on December 6th. He reported that 
the previous convoy had gone well and that this year’s convoy was expected to be 
bigger. Council discussed the success of the city’s first Christmas convoy and 
strategies to accommodate a second. There was no public comment. Councilmember 
Feist made a motion to approve the convoy. Councilmember Leland seconded the 
motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

2. (0:16:45) Update from the Water Quality Protection District – WQPD Supervisor 
Jennifer McBroom updated Council on the progress and activities of the district 
including  the Prickly Pear Creek Rewatering Project, Water Watchers, the Well and 
Septic Workshop, and the supervision of 160 monitoring wells. There was no public 
comment. This was an information-only item. 

3. (0:21:15) City of East Helena and METG Water System Improvements 
Agreement – A copy of the updated agreement was included in the council packet. 
Mayor Harris noted that the agreement now included all the city’s public wells. There 
was no public comment. Councilmember Feist made a motion to approve the 
agreement. Councilmember Ferguson seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

4. (0:24:00) COPS Grant Application – Police Chief Sanders requested Council’s 
approval to apply for a second COPS grant. He noted that if the award were made, the 
city would not be obligated to accept it if the new budget could not accommodate it. 
There was no public comment. Councilmember Ferguson made a motion to approve 
applying for the grant. Councilmember Leland seconded the motion. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
(0:29:40) MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Harris reported that he had been preparing for the 
upcoming budget and that he attended the selenium and arsenic plume monitoring meeting.  
 
COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS: 
Don Dahl had nothing to report.  
(0:32:05) Judy Leland reported that she participated in the lifeguard interviews. 
(0:32:50) Wesley Feist reported that he had received some phone calls. 
Suzanne Ferguson had nothing to report. 
 
(0:33:10) LEGAL REPORT: City Attorney Elverum reported that he heard from bonding 
agency attorney Bob Murdo regarding the East Clark Street Sewer District and the letter sent 
by the district’s attorney. An update is awaited.  
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(0:35:15) PAYMENT OF BILLS: Claims 298810 through 298866 were presented for 
Council’s review. Councilmember Leland made a motion to pay the bills. Councilmember 
Feist seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
MEETING SCHEDULE: 

1. East Helena City Council Meeting, Tuesday, June 17, 6:30 p.m., City Hall Room 110 
2. East Helena City Council Meeting, Tuesday, July 1, 6:30 p.m., City Hall Room 110 

 
ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Harris adjourned the meeting at 7:08 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________  ________________________________ 
Clerk/Treasurer              Mayor 
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Montana State Fund is pleased to invite you to participate in the inaugural 
Montana Cities and Towns collaboration meeting. This initiative has been 
established to provide a consistent platform for safety leaders across 
Montana to network, engage in educational opportunities focused on 
identified safety priorities, and facilitate the exchange of knowledge 
regarding safety and risk management best practices relevant to our 
cities and towns.

To commence this collaborative effort, MSF will be hosting an 
introductory meeting. We value your insights and would appreciate your 
input on how to best utilize our time together to ensure this collaboration 
effectively meets your needs.

Thank you for your anticipated participation. We look forward to the 
opportunity to meet with you soon.
.  

Cities and Towns Collaboration 
Meeting

WHEN:  Wednesday, June 25th from 10 – 11 am

Scan this QR code to register or register online at: 
https://form.jotform.com/251527718269163 
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        Public Works Department       
Proud to serve our Community 

June 17th, 2025                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
1.) WWTP Report 

• Prospect Construction is continuing headworks construction.  Lots of concrete. 
• Shane has been working on floc rake again, bearing failed on the motor, took 4 days to get 

parts, may cause us to have violation as the clarifier did float the sludge blanket during this 
shut down. (Discuss) 

• Responded to DEQ for Marchs copper & nitrogen violation at wastewater plant.  This was due 
to the clarifier freezing in late February. 

• Crews got all the scrape equipment hauled out of plant. 
• Working on a com-loss issue with K&R lift station. 

2.) Metal Removal Building 
• New reject pump is still on order. 
• Flooring installation in the upstairs office is completed and looks very nice. 

3.) Source Water Report 
• Shipped the mixer back to the manufacturer for warranty repairs. 
• Montana materials is completing water main replacement in the 400 block of Lewis.  The 

intersection of Valley and Lewis will be closed for the week of June 16th.  Thanks to Lewis and 
Clark County for allowing us to use road reader boards. 

• Crews have been working on tightening barb wire fence around M.C. Creek well Property. 
4.) Solid Waste Report 

• The garbage truck has been working as designed. 
5.) Parks  

• Installed new reservation signs for both pavilions, hopefully this helps people recognize that 
the facility is reserved. (Discuss) 

• Parks have been crazy busy. 
6.) Pool 

• Lifeguard training is going well. 
• Still waiting on est. for roof repair. 
• The new pool vacuum is working great. 
• A/C is installed in pool house. 

7.) Streets 
• All city right-of-way areas have been mowed, just in time for grass to grow and need it again. 

(Thanks, Torrey) 
• Still no update on Raise Grant for Valley Drive. 
• Lewis and Clark County completed street line painting on Valley, Wyle, Hwy 282. 
• Crews will be repainting crosswalks and curbs in next couple of weeks. 

8.) Facilities 
• Working on getting the roof repairs scheduled at City Hall, estimate of $12K. 

9.) Resident/City Information and Events 
• Spring clean up went well, 6900lbs picked up from a total of 36 residents. 
• Had subdivision pre-application meeting with Prickly Pear Development.  See included draft 

subdivision concept plan.  (Discuss) 
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CITY OF EAST HELENA
306 E MAIN ST / PO BOX 1170 

EAST HELENA, MT 59635
(406) 227-5321

ORIGINAL COUNCIL MEETING DATE: 

Agenda item: 

From:

Initiated by City: YES NO (check one) 

Department:

Presented by:

Action requested:

PLEASE PROVIDE A NARRATIVE BACKGROUND OF THE PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM:

Attachments: YES NO (check one) 

Date submitted:

RECOMMENDATIONS: Initial:
NO _____ 

NO _____ 

Approve for agenda: YES

Referred to Dept. Head for resolution: YES

Referred to : YES NO _____ 

Agenda requests must be submitted to by noon the Wednesday prior to the
Tuesday council meeting.
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CITY OF EAST HELENA
306 E MAIN ST / PO BOX 1170 

EAST HELENA, MT 59635
(406) 227-5321

ORIGINAL COUNCIL MEETING DATE: 

Agenda item: 

From:

Initiated by City: YES NO (check one) 

Department:

Presented by:

Action requested:

PLEASE PROVIDE A NARRATIVE BACKGROUND OF THE PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM:

Attachments: YES NO (check one) 

Date submitted:

RECOMMENDATIONS: Initial:
NO _____ 

NO _____ 

Approve for agenda: YES

Referred to Dept. Head for resolution: YES

Referred to : YES NO _____ 

Agenda requests must be submitted to by noon the Wednesday prior to the
Tuesday council meeting.
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City of East Helena 
306 East Main 

PO Box 1170 

East Helena, MT 59635 
(406) 227-5321

Planning Board & Zoning Commission Members 

Effective June 12, 2025

City of East Helena Planning Board: 

Member: Type: Term Expires: 

City Council App. 

City Council Rep. 12/31/2025
Citizen Member 6/30/2027
Citizen Member 

Lewis & Clark County  6/30/2027
Citizen Member 6/30/2026

<vacant> 

Councilmember Don Dahl (Vice Chair) 

Terrie Casey  

<vacant>
Jean Riley 

Kaila Matteson
<vacant> Citizen Member 

City of East Helena Zoning Commission: 
Member: Term Expires: 

12/31/2025
12/31/2027
6/30/2027

Councilmember Don Dahl (Chair) 

Councilmember Suzanne Ferguson
Terrie Casey  

<vacant>
Luke Serati 6/30/2026
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EAST HELENA PLANNING BOARD BY-LAWS – April 19, 2016 
Page 1 of 7 

 

 
BY-LAWS OF THE CITY OF EAST HELENA PLANNING BOARD 

 

 
 
ARTICLE I - AUTHORIZATION AND CREATION 

 
The City of East Helena Planning Board (hereinafter referred to as the Board) is authorized under 
MCA § 76-1-101, et seq. and was created by Ordinance No. 239, which was approved and adopted 
on February 17, 2009. 

 

 
 
ARTICLE II – OBJECTIVES 

 
The objectives of the Board are to advise and assist the East Helena City Council in improving the 
health, safety, convenience and general welfare of the residents living within the City of East Helena 
and to plan for the future development of East Helena, as provided for by MCA § 76-1-101, et seq. 

 
ARTICLE III - JURISDICTION 

 
The Board shall have planning jurisdiction within the incorporated limits of the City of East Helena as 
they currently exist and as they subsequently change over time through annexation. 

 
ARTICLE IV - POWERS AND DUTIES 

 
The Board shall have such powers and duties as are provided in Title 76, Montana Code Annotated. The 
Board shall also have such duties as set forth in the Growth Policy, applicable Subdivision Regulations, 
and other applicable regulations. Regulation proposals shall be made to carry out the objectives in 
accordance with the Growth Policy and designed to insure a rational, orderly, and efficient plan 
for the future development of the East Helena Planning Area. 

 
1. If requested by the City Council to review the growth policy for their jurisdictional 

area, the Board shall make recommendations to the City Council regarding the adoption 
or amendment of the growth policy for their jurisdictional area, as provided by MCA § 
76-1-601, et seq. This shall include a review of the Growth Policy at least once every 
five (5) years in accordance with MCA § 76-1-601(3)(f)(iii). 

 
2. The Board shall act in an advisory capacity, and recommend to the City Council the 

approval, conditional approval, or denial of proposed plats and subdivisions, as provided 
by MCA § 76.1-101, et seq. 

 
3.             The Board shall make an annual report to the City Council concerning the operation 

of the Board and the status of planning within its jurisdiction in accordance with MCA 
§ 76-1-305(4). 

 
ARTICLE V - FUNDS FOR OPERATION 

 
The City Council shall have the power and duty to supervise the fiscal affairs and responsibilities of 
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EAST HELENA PLANNING BOARD BY-LAWS – April 19, 2016 
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the Board. The Board may prepare and submit to the City Council an annual budget in the same 
manner as City departments, and shall be limited in all expenditures to the provisions made therefore 
by the City Council. 

 
ARTICLE VI – OFFICE 

 
The Board shall maintain its offices In the East Helena City Hall, 306 East Main Street, East Helena, 
MT 59635. 

 
ARTICLE VII - MEMBERSHIP 

 
A. SELECTION 

 
The  Board  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven  (7)  members  and  shall  he  appointed in 
accordance with MCA § 76-1-221, et seq. 

 
B.         REMOVAL FROM OFFICE 

 
1. Any appointee may be removed from office by the appointing body. 

 
2.          Three unauthorized consecutive absences from Board meetings shall be reported to 

the appropriate governing body by the Board Secretary. Absences shall be authorized 
by the President/Chair or Vice-President/Vice-Chair. 

 
C.         TERMS OF GOVERNMENTAL MEMBERS 

 
1.          The terms of the members who are officers of any governmental unit represented on 

the Board shall be coextensive with their respective terms of office to which they have 
been elected or appointed. 

 
2.          The terms of the other members shall be two years, except that the terms of the first 

member appointed shall be fixed by the City Council for 1 or 2 years in order that a 
minimum number of terms shall expire in any year; terms shall expire on June 30th. 

 
D.         RESIGNATION AND VACANCIES 

 
1. Vacancies occurring on the Board shall be filled for the unexpired term by the City 

Council. 
 

2. Resignations from the Board shall be made in writing to the City Council and Board 
Secretary. 

E. COMPENSATION 
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Members  of  the  Board  shall  receive  no  salary  for  serving  on  the  Board,  but  may  be 
reimbursed for transportation and actual expenses for board activities as provided by Statute 
and with prior approval of the City Council. 

 
ARTICLE VIII - BOARD SECRETARY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

 
A Board secretary shall be provided by the City Council and shall generally be an employee within the 
City. The City Council may provide for special, temporary, and professional services as it deems 
appropriate and necessary. 

 
ARTICLE IX - OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES 

 
A.         At its first regular meeting of a newly seated Board, the Board shall elect from its members a 

President/Chair and Vice-President/Vice-Chair. The Vice-President/Vice-Chair shall have 
authority to act as President /Chair of the Board during the absence or disability of the 
President/Chair. 

 
B.           The President/Chair shall preside at all meetings and hearings of the Board and shall have the 

duties normally conferred by parliamentary practice to this office, call special meetings, and 
generally perform other duties as may be prescribed in these By-Laws or by Board action. 
The President/Chair shall have the privilege of discussing all matters before the Board, and 
shall have the privilege of voting on all matters. 

 
C. In the event of the absence of the President/Chair or Vice-President/Vice-Chair, the members 

of the Board shall select an acting President/Chair. 
 
ARTICLE X – MEETINGS 

 
A.          MEETINGS 

 
The  Board  shall  by  majority  vote  fix  the  time  for  holding  regular  monthly  meetings. 
However, the Board shall meet at least once in the months of January, April, July and 
October. Agendas for meetings shall be made available to the public. Special meetings of the 
Board may be called by the President/Chair or by two members upon written request to the 
Secretary. The Secretary shall post and send to all members at least two days in advance of a 
meeting, a written notice fixing the time and place of the meeting. Written notice of a 
meeting is not required if the meeting has been fixed in a regular meeting or if all members 
are present at a meeting. 

 
B.           QUORUM 

 
A majority of members shall constitute a quorum.  No action of the Board is official, however, 
unless authorized by a majority of members of the Board present at a regular or properly called 
special meeting 
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C. OPEN MEETINGS AND DOCUMENTS 

 
All meetings of the Board and its committees shall be open to the public. Provided, however, 
the presiding officer of any meeting may close the meeting during the time the discussion 
relates  to  a  matter  of  individual  privacy  and  then  if  and  only  if  the  presiding  officer 
determines that the demands of individual privacy clearly exceed the merits of public 
disclosure. The right of individual privacy may be waived by the individual about whom the 
discussion pertains and, in that event, the meeting shall be open. A meeting may also be 
closed to discuss a strategy to be followed with respect to litigation when an open meeting 
would have a detrimental effect on the litigating position of the public agency. 

 
D. RULES OF ORDER 

 
Meetings of the Board shall be conducted according to the current edition of Robert’s Rules 
of Order unless otherwise specified in these By-Laws. A member of the Board may be 
designated by the President/Chair to serve as parliamentarian. 

 
F. CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

 
The planning process exists to serve the public interest. The public interest is a 
question of continuous debate requiring a conscientious regard for the policies and 
actions that best serve the entire community. These policies are encompassed by the 
growth policy, zoning and subdivision regulations, and applicable slate law. Planning 
issues may involve a conflict of values. Planning board decisions require the highest 
standards of fairness and honesty among participants. Everyone who appears before 
the planning board has a right to unbiased decisions. 

 
Any member(s) having a financial or personal interest in any matter before the Board 
for discussion or vote shall publicly disclose the nature and extent of such interest and, 
if warranted, recuse and remove themselves from the meeting room until discussion 
on the matter has ended and a vote, if any, is taken. In such circumstances, the 
secretary shall note in the minutes that a conflict of interest was acknowledged, and 
whether the Board member(s) was absent during the discussion and voting. 

 
“Personal interest” shall be broadly construed and shall include any benefits or 
advantages, financial or non-financial, that they, a spouse, family member or person 
living in their household might obtain from a planning decision. 

 
Whether a member has a personal interest in an item of consideration by the Board 
may also be raised by another member of the Board at any time during a hearing. The 
President/Chair shall then suspend discussion of the current pending matter and the 
Board shall discuss and resolve by motion and vote immediately whether said conflict 
of interest exists, with the member subject of said motion not voting. Should the 
Board determine that a conflict exists, said member shall be treated as if he had 
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declared said conflict and shall not participate any further in the discussion and vote 
taken on the item. 

 
A member who has declared a conflict of interest or whom the Board determines has 
such a conflict of interest shall still be counted as a member of the Board for constituting 
a quorum. 

 
ARTICLE XI - ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 
A.          Unless otherwise determined by the President/Chair, the order of agenda business at regular 

meetings shall be: 
 

1.        Call to order and roll call. 
2         Public comment other than comments related to public hearings. 
3.        Approval of Minutes of previous meetings and actions thereon. 
4.        Old business continued or tabled/postponed/public hearing. 
5.        New business/public hearings. 
6.        Informal/Pr-application plat reviews. 
7.        Special committee and other Board reports. 
8.        Communications. 
9.        Staff Report. 
10.      President/Chair’s Report. 
11.      Other Business. 
12.      Adjournment. 

 
B. A motion from the Board must be made and passed in order to dispense with any item on the 

Agenda or change the order of business. 
 
C.           No special committee reports or communications submitted for action by the Board shall be 

acted upon unless it is submitted five (5) days prior to a regular meeting date. New business 
may be introduced without five (5) days notice for the purpose of Board action at a future 
meeting or referral to a committee or staff for study or consideration. Provisions of this 
section may be waived by the unanimous vote of the members present. 

 
ARTICLE XII – HEARINGS 

 
A. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
Public hearings may be scheduled in accordance with state law or when the Board decides 
that such hearings will be in the public interest. 

 
B. NOTICE 

 
Notice of public hearings shall be given as required by MCA § 7-1-4127 and in conformance 
with Title 76, Montana Code Annotated, the Montana Subdivision and Platting Act, the East 
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Helena Subdivision Regulations, and the East Helena Zoning Ordinance. 

C. PROCEDURES FOR PUBLIC HEARINGS 

1. The President/Chair shall preside at the public hearings. 
 

2.        A secretary shall take the Minutes, or the proceedings shall be recorded by a sound 
recording device. Proceedings of the hearings shall be incorporated into the Minute 
Book of the Board to become a part of that record. 

 
3.        The President/Chair shall describe the method of conduct of the hearing. The hearing 

shall be conducted for the purpose of taking testimony to be considered in the 
deliberations of the Board regarding the subject of the hearing. 

 
4.        A summary of the question at issue shall be stated by the President/Chair at the 

opening  of  the  hearing.  Comments will be limited to the  subject  advertised for 
hearing. 

 
5.        It shall be made clear at the hearing that all questions and comments must be directed 

through the President/Chair only after being properly recognized by the President/Chair. 
 

6.        All persons recognized shall give their name and address, and if applicable, the name 
of the person, firm, or organization they represent. 

 
7.        Copies of prepared statements shall be given to the secretary and the President/Chair 

and shall become a part of the record. 
 

8.        The  applicant or  his  or  her  representative  most  be  in  attendance  to  respond  to 
questions that might arise. Failure to attend will result in postponement of the hearing. 

 
9. The order of presentation after introduction of an item by the President/Chair will be: 

 
a. Consent Calendar procedure, if applicable. 
b.   Presentation of Staff Report. 
c. Presentation by the applicant. 
d.   Questions by Board members. 
e. Comments by interested citizens. 
f. Questions by Board members to address public comments. 

 
10.      The President/Chair shall ask if all who wish to speak have spoken. If there are no 

others to speak, the public testimony will be closed and the matter will return to the 
Board for discussion and action. 

 
11. The President/Chair shall assure an orderly hearing and shall reserve the right to 
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terminate the hearing in the event the discussion becomes unruly or unmanageable. 

 
ARTICLE XIII – COMMITTEES 

 
Special committees may be appointed by the President/Chair for purposes and terms, which the Board 
approves. 

 
A. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
In referring items to committees, the President/Chair shall stipulate a deadline for the report 
back to the Board. Copies of the committee report, if in written form, shall be submitted to the 
President/Chair and shall become a part of the permanent records of the Board. 

 
B. COMMITTEE ORGANIZATIONS 

 
Committee members shall elect a Chairperson at the first meeting of the committee and will 
report to the Board at the next regular meeting. 

 
C. STAFF ATTENDANCE 

 
City staff may attend committee meetings and participate in discussion, presenting alternatives 
and factual information relevant to the issue under consideration. 

 
ARTICLE XIV - LEGAL ASSISTANCE 

 
Legal assistance shall be provided to the Board by the City Attorney. 

 
ARTICLE XV – AMENDMENTS 

 
By-Law amendments may be introduced in writing by any member of the Board at a regular 
meeting. Action by a majority of the Board on the amendments may be taken on second reading 
at any future regular meeting. 
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City of East Helena
306 E Main St
PO Box 1170
East Helena, MT 59635
406-227-5321

Member: Term Expires:
Denise Feller 5/2/2026
Kit Johnson 11/18/2027
<open>

East Helena Police Commission
Effective June 12, 2025
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MCA 
 
 7-32-4111. Examination of applicants for position on police force. (1) All applicants 
for positions on the police force whose applications are referred to the police commission must 
be required to successfully undergo an examination before the police commission and to receive 
a certificate from the commission that the applicant is qualified for appointment for the 
probationary period to the police force. 
 (2) An applicant who makes any false statement to the police commission as to the 
applicant's age or other required qualifications at an examination before the police commission is 
subject to suspension or dismissal from the police force after trial. 
 
 7-32-4112. Qualifications of police officers. A member of a police department on the 
active list of any city at the time of appointment under this part may not be less than 18 years of 
age, must be a citizen of the United States, and must meet the minimum qualifying standards for 
employment promulgated by the Montana public safety officer standards and training council 
established in 2-15-2029. 
 
 7-32-4151. Police commission required in all cities and some towns. (1) In all cities 
and some towns, the mayor, or the manager in those cities operating under the commission-
manager plan, shall nominate and, with the consent of the city council or commission, appoint 
three residents of such city or town who shall have the qualifications required by law to hold a 
municipal office therein and who shall constitute a board to be known by the name of "police 
commission". 
 (2) This section shall apply to organized police departments in every city and town of the 
state which have three or more full-time law enforcement officials, regardless of the form of 
government under which said city or town may be operating or may at any time adopt. 
 
 7-32-4154. Role of police commission in examination of applicants for police force. It 
shall be the duty of the police commission to examine all applicants whose applications have 
been referred to the commission as to their age, legal, mental, moral, and physical qualifications 
and their ability to fill the office as a member of the police force. It shall also be the duty of the 
police commission, subject to the approval of the mayor, to make such rules regarding such 
examinations not inconsistent with this part or the laws of the state. 
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Police Commission Handbook 

INTRODUCTION 

Police Commissions were established by Montana law to assist mayors or 
other chief executives of cities and towns in making decisions concerning the 
operation of local police departments. The statutes that govern Police 
Commissions are Sections 7-32-4151 through 7-32-4164 of the Montana 
Code Annotated (MCA). 

One of the most important functions of a Police Commission is to provide a 
forum that is separate and independent from the police department to act as 
an appeal board for police officers. The Montana Supreme Court has 
described a Police Commission as a "quasi-judicial body. " This is because 
the commission is not obligated by all of the rules governing courts, but still 
has many of a court's powers. 

The purpose of this handbook is to acquaint Police Commissioners with the 
powers and recommended procedures of the Commission as well as to 
explain the duties of a Police Commissioner. 

Relevant Montana statutes as well as a summary of various interpretations 
by the Montana Supreme Court of those statutes are the basis for the 
guidelines contained and the procedures recommended. Commissioners 
should read and become acquainted with the statutes that govern their work. 

Commissioners are advised to consult with the city attorney on all matters of 
law including appropriate forms. 

Please note that the duty to hear citizen complaints against police personnel 
is no longer included in the~owever, Commissions that believe this 
is an important function for ~nmunity may seek to arrange with the 
Mayor to act on behalf of the Mayor in hearing or reviewing these 
complaints after they have been investigated and decided on by the Chief of 
Police. Reports from the Commission in these matters are sent to the Mayor. 

Fourth Edition-2010 Page 3 
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