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MEETING AGENDA  
CITY OF EAST HELENA 
CITY HALL – 306 EAST MAIN - ROOM 110  
COUNCIL MEETING: 6:30 PM 
DATE: TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2025 
JOIN ZOOM MEETING: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/3787705872  
CONFERENCE CALL-IN: 1-253-205-0468 MEETING ID: 378 770 5872 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: Mayor Harris 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Councilmember Feist 

PUBLIC HEARING: 
1. Conditional Use Permit for Multi-Family Development to Include 12 Four-Plex 

Buildings on the North Side of East Helena – Zoning Officer Fadness Action: 
Information Only

2. Conditional Use Permit for Multi-Family Development to Include 12 Four-Plex 
Buildings on the North Side of East Helena  – Mayor Harris
Action: Hear the Public

3. Conditional Use Permit for Multi-Family Development to Include 12 Four-Plex 
Buildings on the North Side of East Helena – Mayor Harris
Action: Approve/Deny/Table

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT UPGRADE PRESENTATION: Jeremy Perlinski, 
Robert Peccia & Associates 
Action: Information Only 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Note: This time is set aside for comments from the public on matters 
that are not on the meeting agenda. Public comments will be taken on agenda items prior to a 
motion. All public comments will be limited to a reasonable duration. Prior to your comments, 
please state your name and address in an audible tone of voice for the record. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: September 2, 2025 

CITY COURT REPORT: City Judge Dennis Loveless 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS: 
Administration – Clerk/Treasurer Amy Thorngren  
Police Department – Police Chief Mike Sanders  
Public Works - Public Works Director Kevin Ore  
Volunteer Fire Department - Fire Chief Roger Campbell 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/3787705872
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NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Resolution No. 633 to Authorize Submittal of MCEP Infrastructure Planning Grant – Mayor 
Harris 
Action: Approve/Deny/Table 

2. Request to Close City Hall Administration Office Friday, November 28, 2025 and Allow 
Staff to Use Vacation Time – Clerk/Treasurer Thorngren 
Action: Approve/Deny/Table  
  

MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Harris 
 
COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS: 

Don Dahl  
Judy Leland  
Wesley Feist 
Suzanne Ferguson 

 
LEGAL REPORT: City Attorney Elverum 
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS: Action: Approve/Deny/Table 
 
MEETING SCHEDULE: 

1. East Helena Planning Board Meeting, Wednesday, September 24, 6:00 p.m., City Hall 
Rm 110 

2. East Helena City Council Meeting, Tuesday, October 7, 6:30 p.m., City Hall Rm 110 
3. East Helena City Council Meeting, Tuesday, October 21, 6:30 p.m., City Hall Rm 110 

 
ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Harris 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADA NOTICE 
The City of East Helena is committed to providing access to persons with disabilities for its meetings, in compliance 
with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act and the Montana Human Rights Act. The city will not exclude 
people with disabilities from participating in its meetings, or otherwise deny them the City’s services, programs, or 
activities. Persons with disabilities requiring accommodations to participate in the City’s meetings, services, programs, 
or activities should contact the City Clerk as soon as possible to allow sufficient time to arrange for the requested 
accommodation, at any of the following: 

(406) 227-5321 or TTY Relay Service 1-800-253-4091 or 711 
cityclerk@easthelenamt.us - 306 East Main Street, P.O. Box 1170, East Helena, MT 59635 

mailto:cityclerk@easthelenamt.us


CITY OF EAST HELENA
306 E MAIN ST / PO BOX 1170 

EAST HELENA, MT 59635
(406) 227-5321

ORIGINAL COUNCIL MEETING DATE: 

Agenda item: 

From:

Initiated by City: YES NO (check one) 

Department:

Presented by:

Action requested:

PLEASE PROVIDE A NARRATIVE BACKGROUND OF THE PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM:

Attachments: YES NO (check one) 

Date submitted:

RECOMMENDATIONS: Initial:
NO _____ 

NO _____ 

Approve for agenda: YES

Referred to Dept. Head for resolution: YES

Referred to : YES NO _____ 

Agenda requests must be submitted to by noon the Wednesday prior to the
Tuesday council meeting.

The purpose of the public hearing is to consider a Conditional Use Permit from Joseph Nistler
for a multi-family development to include 12 four-plex buildings for a total of 48 residential
units on 5.005 acres on the north side of East Helena adjacent to Plant Road. The property is
legally described as Lot 3 Hoffman Tracts Minor Subdivision located in Section 24, T. 10 N., R.
3 W, Lewis and Clark County, Montana.
 
Attachment: Staff Report
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Owner: Joseph Nistler 

  2190 Gold Avenue, Apartment B 

  Helena, MT 59601 

 

Applicant: Nistler Construction and Design, LLC 

  2190 Gold Avenue, Apartment B 

  Helena, MT 59601 

 

Project Location/Legal Description:  

The property is located north of and adjacent to the city limits on the north side of Plant Road 

and legally described as Lot 3 of Hoffman Tracts Minor Subdivision, located in Section 24, 

T010N, R3W, Lewis and Clark County, Montana. 

 

Proposal/Background: 

The applicant has submitted a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) application for a new use of the 

property to construct a 12 new residential buildings consisting of four (4) dwelling units each for 

a total of 48 dwelling units on the property. The applicant proposes construction of a sewer main 

extension and each unit will be served by an individual sewer service off the main. The sewer 

main will connect to the existing sewer main within Ashley Avenue in Vigilante Subdivision via 

an existing easement. The applicant proposes the construction of a looped water main through 

Project 

Location 
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the property from Plant Road. No city streets will be extended to serve the development. Each 

unit will be accessed by an internal private access road that will be owned and maintained by the 

applicant. The property has legal and physical access from Plant Road on the south boundary of 

the existing lot. As part of the annexation resolution of intent, the applicant will be responsible 

for constructing a sidewalk along the north side of Plant Road along the property boundary and 

connecting to existing sidewalk at Ashley Avenue.  The proposed project will be located in an 

area not previously approved under a conditional use permit, and is therefore subject to the plan 

review standards of Chapter 5 of the Ordinance, including review against site plan and CUP 

approval criteria. 

  

Adjacent Zoning and Land Uses:  

Direction Existing Zoning Existing Land Use 

North County – Suburban 

Residential Mixed Use 

Single Family Residential 

East County – Suburban 

Residential Mixed Use 

Single Family Residential 

South Residential District High School 

West Residential District Single Family Residential 

 

Site Plan Review Criteria:  

Per Section 05.1.03, the City staff must evaluate a site plan against specific review criteria to 

consider the plan for approval. These review criteria from 05.1.03.B are summarized below, 

along with analyses and comments of staff regarding these specific requirements. 

A preliminary site plan was submitted with the application that shows what is proposed for the 

site, see attached site plan. Below is a review of the provided site plan against the requirements 

for site plan review. 

1. Conformance to and 

consistency with the City’s 

adopted growth policy 

The proposed use for a multi-family dwelling with 48 residential 

units is consistent with the growth policy.  

 

Growth Policy, Land Use and Community Goals, lists Goal #1 as 

“Provide for orderly development of the City of East Helena and 

the Planning Area.” 

 

Objective #3 for reaching this goal is “Promote planning and 

infrastructure design that reflects and supports neighborliness, 

pedestrian-oriented commercial and residential districts, and 

accessible public facilities.” 

 

Objective #4 for reaching this goal is “Assure that new 

development is respective of the character of the community 

including landscaping, lighting, sidewalks, street design and other 

related improvements.” 

 

Growth Policy, Housing Goals, Lists Goal #1 as “Create, improve, 

and maintain the quality of the residential environment in the 

Planning Area.” 

Objective #1 for reaching this goal is “Encourage the provision of 

an adequate supply of housing to meet the needs of all segments of 
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the population.” 

 

Goal #2 “Work to achieve a balance with respect to housing in 

East Helena that strives to achieve diversity in type, accessibility, 

affordability and location through new construction and the 

redevelopment of existing properties.” 

 

Objective #1 “Identify and promote available building sites in and 

around the City of East Helena which have access to services and 

utilities.” 

 

The project will create a 12 multi-family dwelling structure with 

four (4) dwelling units each for a total of 48 dwelling units. The 

site is located adjacent to the existing City transportation network 

as well as water and sewer infrastructure. The site was formerly 

used for a single-family residence and is being redeveloped with 

this project. The majority of housing within East Helena consists 

of single-family residential. This project would provide for 

additional housing diversity by providing additional density and 

rentals within the City. This project meets the housing goals of the 

City by providing infill development adjacent to existing 

infrastructure as well as providing much needed housing for the 

City of East Helena residents. 

2. Conformance to this title, 

including the cessation of 

any current violations 

The proposed multi-family housing project is allowed as a 

conditional use within the Residential District. All improvements 

to the subject property will be new including the buildings, access, 

water, sewer, and stormwater treatment. The buildings and other 

site development meet the requirements of the Ordinance. The 

property is currently not within the City of East Helena but a 

resolution of intent to annex and prezone the property to 

Residential District was approved by the City Council on March 

19, 2024. As a condition of annexation, the applicant is required to 

get approval of the conditional use permit prior to final 

annexation of the property. The conditional use permit will not be 

effective until the property is annexed into the City. 

3. Conformance with all other 

applicable laws, ordinances 

and regulations 

Staff finds the application is in general compliance with all other 

applicable ordinances and regulations of the City of East Helena. 

The applicant is required to provide copies of all applicable 

permits (if any) as a condition of this conditional use permit. This 

will be reviewed and finalized with the site plan review process. 

4. The impact of the proposal 

on the existing and 

anticipated traffic conditions 

The site will access Plant Road with two new driveway 

approaches. The ITE Trip Generation Manual indicates that the 

average daily trips per dwelling unit for low-rise multi-family 

housing is 6.74 trips per day. The proposed project will add 

approximately 324 trips per day to the adjacent roadway system. 

Plant Road adjacent to the project was reconstructed to City street 

standards with the Vigilante Subdivision project from the project 

to Valley Drive. The existing roadway has capacity for the 

additional traffic from this project. The project will create more 

traffic at the intersection of Plant Road and Valley Drive. Lewis 

and Clark County reconstructed Valley Drive north of Plant Road 
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in 2024. The City is currently working on a project to reconstruct 

Valley Drive/Montana Avenue from Plant Road to Highway 12 

over the next 3 years. There may be temporary impacts to existing 

traffic on Valley Drive until the road is reconstructed. 

5. Pedestrian and vehicular 

ingress, egress and 

circulation 

Vehicle and pedestrian access will be from Plant Road. There is an 

existing sidewalk on the south side of Plant Road. As part of the 

annexation conditions the applicant is required to install sidewalk 

along the north side of Plant Road along the property frontage to 

Ashely Avenue. The site will be accessed via two new driveway 

approaches onto Plant Road to provide two ingress and egress 

routes.  Parking is provided with one parking space within a one 

car garage and one parking space in a driveway for each unit. 

Additional areas are provided around the site for additional 

parking. The site conforms to the off-street parking requirements 

of the Ordinance. 

6. Building location and height The buildings are located outside of all the required yard setbacks. 

Each building is proposed to be two stories with a pitched roof. 

These are typically between 25-ft and 30-ft in height. The 

Ordinance allows a building height of 30-ft. The proposed building 

meets the location and height requirements of the Ordinance. 

7. Setbacks The proposed buildings meet all the setback requirements for the 

Residential District. 

8. Lighting The site plan shows no light poles for the project. Each building 

will have some outside lighting. 

9. Provisions for utilities, 

including efficient public 

services and facilities 

There are water and sewer utilities located adjacent to the 

property that will provide service to the proposed project. The 

project will construct a new gravity sewer main and looped water 

main through the property to serve each building. The applicant 

will need to work with the City Public Works and City Engineer 

on design, permitting, and construction of water and sewer mains 

to serve the property. 

10. Site surface drainage and 

stormwater control 

The current site appears to grade from west to east and south to 

north. The applicant has provided a grading and drainage plan for 

the project that includes the construction of two storm water 

detention ponds to treat storm water meeting the requirements of 

the East Helena Engineering Standards. The storm water will need 

to be constructed with the project. The east storm water pond is 

located within a delineated flood hazard area and will require a 

floodplain permit from either the County or the City prior to 

construction of the pond. A copy of the permit will need to be 

submitted to the City as a condition of approval for this CUP. 

11. Loading and unloading 

areas 

Proposed internal roads and building driveways will be utilized for 

loading and unloading areas. 

12. Grading The current site appears to grade from west to east and south to 

north. The applicant has provided a grading and drainage plan for 

the project that includes the construction of two storm water 

detention ponds to treat storm water meeting the requirements of 

the East Helena Engineering Standards. The storm water will need 

to be constructed with the project. The east storm water pond is 

located within a delineated flood hazard area and will require a 

floodplain permit from either the County or the City prior to 
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construction of the pond. A copy of the permit will need to be 

submitted to the City as a condition of approval for this CUP. 

13. Signage There is a sign for the project proposed on the south side currently 

shown within Plant Road right-of-way. Signs are not allowed 

within rights-of-way, and no other information is provided for the 

sign. A separate zoning application will need to be submitted and 

approved for the proposed sign prior to installation. A condition is 

included for this requirement. 

14. Screening No screening is proposed for the project. There are large lot 

residential properties located north of and adjacent to the project. 

During the annexation public hearing several adjacent landowners 

voiced concerns with the density of the development adjacent their 

properties. This project should be screened from the adjacent 

residential properties to the north. As a condition, the application 

will be required to install a 6-ft privacy fence along the north 

boundary to the floodplain boundary. It is not recommended to 

install a privacy fence within the floodplain that will restrict flow 

during run-off events. There is already a 6-ft privacy fence along 

the west boundary that was installed as part of the Vigilante 

Subdivision. There does not appear to be a need for screening for 

the east boundary as there is a large buffer area, approximately 

175-ft from the closest building to the east boundary due to the 

existing drainage and floodplain area. 

15. Parking Each unit will require a minimum of 2 off-street parking spaces 

for a total of 96 spaces required. Each unit is provided with a 

single car garage and a driveway which will provide two parking 

spaces per unit. There is some additional parking areas provided 

throughout the site. The site plan meets the off-street parking 

requirements of the Ordinance. 

16. Other related matters, 

including relevant comment 

from affected parties 

The zoning administrator has not received any written public 

comment on the project as of the preparation of the staff report. 

 

Conditional Use Review Criteria:  

Per Section 05.1.03.B, the City Council must evaluate an application for a CUP against site plan 

review criteria to consider the CUP for approval. The Council must also reach favorable 

conclusions regarding the requirements of Section 05.1.04.B in order to approve the CUP. These 

review criteria from 05.1.04.B are listed below, along with analyses and comments of staff 

regarding these specific requirements. 
1. That the site for the 

proposed use is adequate in 

size and topography to 

accommodate such use, and 

all yards, spaces, walls and 

fences, parking, loading and 

landscaping are adequate to 

properly relate such use with 

the land and uses in the 

vicinity. 

 

The site plan shows that the site is adequate in size and 

topography for the proposed use and structures. 
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2. That the proposed use will 

have no material adverse 

effect upon the abutting 

property. Persons objecting 

to the recommendations of 

City staff carry the burden of 

proof 

The proposed new use will be located on an existing undeveloped 

lot and is located within the Residential District. The facility is 

surrounded by single-family residential uses and the high school. 

There is adequate access and utilities to serve the project. The 

properties to the north are large lot single-family residential and 

the proposed density of the project may adversely affect the 

adjacent property to the north. The applicant will be required to 

install 6-ft privacy fence along the north boundary to the 

floodplain that will help to screen the project from this existing 

use. There is an approximate 175-ft buffer from the east boundary 

to the closest building. It does not appear that the project will 

adversely affect the property to the east. There is existing small lot 

single-family residential development to the west within Vigilante 

Subdivision. There is an existing 6-ft privacy fence on the west 

boundary that was installed as part of Vigilante Subdivision. The 

condition to install a 6-ft privacy fence along the north boundary 

to the floodplain will mitigate any adverse effects on property to 

the north. 

3. The site size, dimensions, 

location, topography, and 

access are adequate for the 

needs of the proposed use, 

considering the proposed 

building mass, parking, 

traffic, noise, vibration, 

exhaust/emissions, light, 

glare, erosion, odor, dust, 

visibility, safety, and 

aesthetic considerations 

The site is adequate for the proposed use. The proposed buildings 

can meet all the dimensional standards for the Residential District. 

Based on the site plan review and analysis presented in this report 

and the CUP review criteria the site size, dimensions, topography, 

and access are adequate for the proposed use. 

4. The negative impacts of the 

proposed use, if any, on 

adjacent properties and on 

the public can be mitigated 

through application of other 

Code standards, or other 

reasonable conditions of 

approval 

The proposed new use will be located on an existing undeveloped 

lot and is located within the Residential District. The facility is 

surrounded by single-family residential uses and the high school. 

There is adequate access and utilities to serve the project. The 

properties to the north are large lot single-family residential and 

the proposed density of the project may adversely affect the 

adjacent property to the north. The applicant will be required to 

install 6-ft privacy fence along the north boundary to the 

floodplain that will help to screen the project from this existing 

use. There is an approximate 175-ft buffer from the east boundary 

to the closest building. It does not appear that the project will 

adversely affect the property to the east. There is existing small lot 

single-family residential development to the west within Vigilante 

Subdivision. There is an existing 6-ft privacy fence on the west 

boundary that was installed as part of Vigilante Subdivision. The 

condition to install a 6-ft privacy fence along the north boundary 

to the floodplain will mitigate any adverse effects on property to 

the north. 

5. All required public facilities, 

including water, sanitary 

sewer, and streets, have 

adequate capacity or are to 

It appears the City of East Helena has adequate capacity to 

provide service to the development. 
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be improved to serve the 

proposal, consistent with 

City standards 

6. A conditional use permit 

shall not allow a use that is 

prohibited or not expressly 

allowed under this title; nor 

shall a conditional use 

permit grant a variance 

without a variance 

application being reviewed 

with the conditional use 

application 

The proposed use is a permitted conditional use in the Residential 

District. No variances are required for the proposed project. 

 

Conditional Use Permit Recommendations: 

In order to ensure conformance with Ordinance requirements, and to protect public health, 

safety, and welfare, Staff recommends that the following conditions be stated in the CUP 

approval: 

 

Condition 1: The applicant shall provide a copy of all other permits required for the proposed 

uses prior to commencement of the proposed uses including but not limited to building permits, 

etc. 

 

Condition 2: A 6-ft privacy fence shall be constructed along the north boundary of the property 

from the northwest property corner to the west edge of the floodplain located on the east side of 

the property. A zoning application for the construction of the fence shall be submitted to the City 

of East Helena for review and approval prior to construction of the fence. 

 

Condition 3: A separate zoning application shall be submitted to the City of East Helena for 

review and approval prior to construction for the proposed sign shown on the south side of the 

property. Private signs are not permitted within City street rights-of-way; therefore, the sign 

shall be shown outside of the right-of-way and within the boundary of the subject property. 

 

Condition 4: All water and sewer mains shall be reviewed and approved by the City of East 

Helena and the Montana Department of Environmental Quality prior to construction. All mains 

shall be constructed, inspected, and accepted by the City of East Helena prior to occupancy of 

any structure. 

 

Condition 5: All water and sewer mains shall be in an easement dedicated to the City of East 

Helena as required by the City for operation and maintenance of said mains. Executed easement 

documents shall be provided to the City and filed with the Lewis and Clark County Clerk and 

Recorder prior to occupancy of any structure. 

 

Condition 6: All site storm water drainage and treatment shall be reviewed and approved by the 

City of East Helena prior to construction. All storm water drainage and treatment required for 

the site shall be constructed, inspected, and approved by the City of East Helena prior to 

occupancy of any structure.  
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Condition 7: A Municipal Facilities Exemption (MFE) shall be prepared by the applicant and 

submitted to the City of East Helena for review and approval prior to submittal to the Montana 

Department of Environmental Quality. The approved MFE shall be provided to the City. 

 

Condition 8: Driveway access onto Plant Road shall be reviewed and approved by the City of 

East Helena prior construction. Driveway access shall be constructed, inspected, and accepted 

by the City of East Helena prior to occupancy of any structure. 

 

Condition 9: In accordance with existing City Ordinances, a well shall not be drilled on the 

property for irrigation or any other purpose. Water for all uses shall be provided by the City of 

East Helena through approved mains, services, and meters. 

 

Condition 10: Site access and fire hydrant locations shall be coordinated with the East Helena 

Fire Chief to ensure adequate access and fire protection is provided for the site. Correspondence 

from the East Helena Fire Chief shall be provided to the City indicating site access and fire 

protection is acceptable prior to the occupancy of any structure. 

 

Condition 11: Site trash pick-up locations shall be coordinated with City of East Helena Public 

Works prior to construction to ensure each site is accessible for garbage pickup. Any 

requirements from the City for trash pick-up shall be met. 

 

Condition 12: A floodplain permit shall be obtained for the construction of the proposed storm 

water drainage and treatment shown within the delineated flood hazard area prior to 

construction of these improvements. All requirements of the floodplain permit shall be met. 

 

Per 05.070.C, The City Council shall, in addition to all other conditions, impose the 

following general conditions upon every conditional use permit granted: 

 

Condition 13.  That the right to a use shall be contingent upon the fulfillment of all general and 

special conditions imposed by the conditional use permit procedure; and 

 

Condition 14.  That all of the special conditions shall constitute restrictions running with the 

land use, shall apply and be adhered to by the owner of the land, successors or assigns, shall be 

binding upon the owner of the land, his successors or assigns, shall be consented to in writing, 

and shall be recorded as such with the County Clerk and Recorder’s Office by the property 

owner prior to the issuance of any  building  permits, final  site  plan  approval  or 

commencement  of  the conditional use. 

 

Background: 

After reviewing the application and the required criteria, the Zoning Administrator has 

concluded that the application with the recommended conditions comply with the applicable 

standards and requirements of the East Helena Zoning Ordinance, including Section 01.1.04, and 

that the proposed site plan and conditional uses will not be detrimental to the health, safety or 

welfare of the community, is in compliance with the requirements of this title and is in harmony 

with the purposes and intent of this title and the East Helena Growth Policy 
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After reviewing the application and the required criteria for conditional use permits, the Zoning 

Administrator has concluded that the application with the recommended conditions meets the 

conditions required for approval by the City Council. 

 

Staff analyses of the required criteria as they relate to the site plan and CUP applications are 

presented above, along with recommendations for conditions to be included as part of the CUP. 

 

Public Comment 

No public comment was received by this office as of 9-12-2025. 

 

Council Actions 

The Council may take the following actions regarding the conditional use permit: 

1. Deny approval of the permit. Denial requires a determination that the applicant has not 

shown that the conditions required for approval do exist. 

2. Approve the permit after making a determination that the applicant has shown that the 

conditions required for approval do exist.  

3. Staff Recommendation - Conditionally approve the permit after making a determination 

that the applicant has shown that the conditions required for approval do exist. 

 

Attachments: 

1) Submitted Application 

2) Resolution of Intent to Annex 

3) Prezoning Ordinance 

 

The applicant is advised that unmet code provisions, or code provisions that are not specifically 

listed as conditions of approval, does not, in any way, create a waiver or other relaxation of the 

lawful requirements of the East Helena Municipal Code or state law. 

 

THE EAST HELENA CITY COUNCIL SHALL MAKE THE FINAL DECISION ON THIS 

APPLICATION. ANY AGGRIEVED PERSON AS SET FORTH IN SECTION 10.1.06 OF 

THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE EAST HELENA MUNCIPAL CODE MAY APPEAL 

THE DECISION OF THE CITY COUNCIL. 
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Application 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE CITY OF EAST HELENA CITY COUNCIL 

TO CONSIDER A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 

 

The City of East Helena City Council will hold a public hearing at 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, 

September 16, 2025, in room 110 at East Helena City Hall, 306 E. Main Street, East Helena, 

Montana. 

 

The purpose of the public hearing is to consider a Conditional Use Permit from Joseph Nistler 

for a multi-family development to include 12 four-plex buildings for a total of 48 residential 

units on 5.005 acres on the north side of East Helena adjacent to Plant Road. The property is 

legally described as Lot 3 Hoffman Tracts Minor Subdivision located in Section 24, T. 10 N., R. 

3 W, Lewis and Clark County, Montana. 

 

The City Council will hold a public hearing to gather public comment on the proposed 

Conditional Use Permit for the property. The City Council will make a decision on a Conditional 

Use Permit which will outline any conditions that the owner must meet for development of the 

property. The City Council will take into consideration any public comment prior to making a 

decision on the application. 

 

Information on the proposed application is available for review at East Helena City Hall main 

office, 306 East Main Street, East Helena 59635. You may direct questions on the proposed 

application to the East Helena Contract Planner Jeremy Fadness, WWC Engineering, 1275 

Maple Street Suite F, Helena, MT 59601, (406)-443-3962. Written comments may be directed to 

the City Clerk, Amy Thorngren, 306 East Main Street in East Helena or mailed to P.O. Box 

1170, East Helena, Montana 59635. Written comments must be received by June 4, 2024 at 4:00 

pm. For those who require accommodation for disabilities, please contact the City Clerk, 406-

227-5321. 

 

Publish: Publish August 30, 2025 and September 14, 2025 
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MEETING MINUTES  
CITY OF EAST HELENA 
CITY HALL – 306 EAST MAIN - ROOM 110  
COUNCIL MEETING: 6:30 PM 
DATE: TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2025 
JOIN ZOOM MEETING: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/3787705872  
CONFERENCE CALL-IN: 1-253-205-0468 MEETING ID: 378 770 5872 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: Mayor Harris called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
Councilmember Leland led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CITY OFFICIALS & STAFF PRESENT: Mayor Kelly Harris, Council President Don 
Dahl, Councilmember Judy Leland, Councilmember Wesley Feist, Councilmember Suzanne 
Ferguson, Clerk/Treasurer Amy Thorngren, City Attorney Pete Elverum, Public Works 
Director Kevin Ore, Fire Chief Roger Campbell, Police Chief Mike Sanders, Patrol Officer 
Josh Buissereth, and Deputy Police Chief Ed Royce 
 
PUBLIC PRESENT: Emily Frazier 
 
ABSENT/EXCUSED: City Judge Dennis Loveless 
 
(0:00:30) PUBLIC HEARING: 

1. FY26 Municipal Budget – The draft budget was included in the council packet.  
Mayor Harris noted that changes discussed at the August 25th special budget meeting 
had been implemented. This was an information only item. 

2. FY26 Municipal Budget – Mayor Harris called for public comment on the proposed 
budget and received none. 

3. FY26 Municipal Budget –Council discussed the change to the police department’s 
capital improvement allocation with Chief Sanders. The city’s newly taxable property 
value was also discussed. Councilmember Dahl made a motion to approve the FY26 
budget as presented. Councilmember Feist seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: There were no public comments on non-agenda items. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

1. (0:09:15) August 19, 2025 Draft Minutes – The draft minutes of the August 19th 
council meeting were included in the council packet. There was no public comment. 
Councilmember Feist made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. 
Councilmember Leland seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

2. (0:09:40) August 25, 2025 Draft Minutes – The draft minutes of the August 25th 
special budget meeting were included in the council packet. There was no public 
comment. Councilmember Leland made a motion to approve the minutes as 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/3787705872
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presented. Councilmember Feist seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

CITY COURT REPORT: A written report was included in the council packet. City Judge 
Dennis Loveless was excused. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS: 
(0:10:30) Administration – A flyer for Lewis & Clark Public Health’s Neighborhood 
Parties 2026 was included in the council packet. An invitation to the METG and EPA 
Community Open House was on the council room table. Clerk/Treasurer Amy Thorngren 
reported that the organizer of the Christmas Convoy was changing the date of the event from 
December 6th to December 13th. 
(0:12:00) Police Department – Police Chief Mike Sanders reported that there had been 542 
calls-for-service in August and that Officer Buissereth would be patrolling on his own soon. 
(0:12:30) Public Works – A written report was included in the council packet. Public Works 
Director Kevin Ore reported that the sludge had been washed down at the wastewater 
treatment plant, he was moving ahead with finding a new garbage truck, and Helena Sand & 
Gravel will resume pavement repairs in mid-September. 
(0:15:10) Volunteer Fire Department - Fire Chief Roger Campbell reported that the 
department had been standing by at football games and that three new members had joined. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

1. (0:16:15) Request for Use and Fee Waiver of the Council Room on Saturday, 
September 6th  – Helena Area Community Foundation Executive Director Emily 
Frazier requested use of the council room at no charge for the non-profit’s board 
retreat. There was no public comment. Councilmember Leland made a motion to 
approve the request. Councilmember Ferguson seconded the motion. 
Councilmembers Leland, Ferguson, and Dahl voted aye. Councilmember Feist 
abstained. The motion passed. 

2. (0:19:10) Appointment of Eric Seidensticker to the East Helena Zoning 
Commission – Mr. Seidensticker’s application was included in the council packet. 
Mayor Harris requested council’s approval to appoint him to the zoning commission. 
There was no public comment. Councilmember Feist made a motion to approve. 
Councilmember Dahl seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

(0:20:40) MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Harris reported that he had been shopping for a 
garbage truck and executing the budget. He showed Council METG’s Phoenix Award. 
 
COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS: 
(0:23:15) Don Dahl reported that he attended the special budget meeting and the zoning 
commission meeting. 
(0:23:55) Judy Leland reported that she attended the special budget meeting. 
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(0:24:05) Wesley Feist reported that he attended the Helena Area Chamber of Commerce 
board meeting, attended the Montana Opioid Abatement Trust meeting, met with the new 
Advanced Opportunities Facilitator at East Helena High, and he discussed East Helena’s 
needs with Helena Food Share. 
(0:26:00) Suzanne Ferguson reported that she attended the special budget meeting and the 
zoning commission meeting. 
 
(0:26:25) LEGAL REPORT: City Attorney Elverum reported that he attended the special 
budget meeting and that he talked to an attorney regarding stormwater and the  EPA and the 
DEQ. 
 
(0:27:10) PAYMENT OF BILLS: Claims 299139 through 299169 were presented for 
Council’s review. Councilmember Leland made a motion to pay the bills. Councilmember 
Feist seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
MEETING SCHEDULE: 

1. East Helena City Council Meeting, Tuesday, September 16, 6:30 p.m., City Hall 
Room 110 

2. East Helena Planning Board Meeting, Wednesday, September 24, 6:00 p.m., City 
Hall Room 110 

 
ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Harris adjourned the meeting at 6:57 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________  ________________________________ 
Clerk/Treasurer              Mayor 





City of East Helena 
306 East Main 

PO Box 1170 

East Helena, MT 59635 
(406) 227-5321

Planning Board & Zoning Commission Members 

Effective September 2, 2025

City of East Helena Planning Board: 

Member: Type: Term Expires: 

City Council App. 

City Council Rep. 12/31/2025
Citizen Member 6/30/2027
Citizen Member 

Lewis & Clark County  6/30/2027
Citizen Member 6/30/2026

<vacant>
Councilmember Don Dahl (Vice Chair) 

Terrie Casey  

Molly Holahan
Jean Riley 

Kaila Matteson
<vacant> Citizen Member 

City of East Helena Zoning Commission: 
Member: Term Expires: 

12/31/2025
12/31/2027

6/30/2028

Councilmember Don Dahl (Chair) 

Councilmember Suzanne Ferguson
Terrie Casey  

Eric Seidensticker
Luke Serati 6/30/2026

6/30/2027

6/30/2027





        Public Works Department       
Proud to serve our Community 
September 16th, 2025     

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

1.) WWTP Report 
• Construction continues at wastewater treatment plant headworks and screw augers. 
• Continue to work with City Engineer Jeremy Perlinski on sample points for ground water 

discharge permit.  
• We purchased the new sample truck for the wastewater plant. 

2.) Metal Removal Building 
• Operations in Metals Building have gone well this last month. 

3.) Source Water Report 
• Shane is completing lead and copper samples for the year.  We only have to complete 10 

samples once a year. 
• We are starting to look at pump upgrades and improvements to Wylie 3. 

4.) Solid Waste Report 
• We are sending out public advertisements for bid on garbage truck purchase. 
• Rear leaf springs are all repaired on garbage truck. 

5.) Parks  
• Crews got all tables removed at Main Street Park.  New tables will be installed week of Sept. 

22nd. 
6.) Pool 

• Pool is closed for the Season.  
• Looking into options for covers on lights inside pool.  They are historically the main leak issue 

we see.   
7.) Streets 

• Helena Sand is going to be working on pavement repairs.  We are going to pave multiple 
repair spots on Valley Drive October 16th and 17th when school is on break. 

• Torrey is finishing mowing rights-of-way and cities open space. 
• I have a meeting this Wednesday with Federal Highways to discuss comments on Build Grant 

Agreement. (Discuss) 
8.) Facilities 

• Parking lot at rec. hall was seal coated and re-striped.   
• City Halls parking lot should be seal coated this next Thursday and Friday.  Weather 

permitting.  
• Amy and I will be meeting with Mark from Rocky Mountain Computer Supply to discuss 

computer upgrades and cloud storage options for City Hall. 
• ADA south door at City Hall will be getting new frame and glass installed this Friday.  We will 

then be able to move ahead with security lock upgrades on all doors. (Discuss) 
9.) Resident/City Information and Events 

• Home coming parade is September 26th. 
 





CITY OF EAST HELENA
306 E MAIN ST / PO BOX 1170 

EAST HELENA, MT 59635
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ORIGINAL COUNCIL MEETING DATE: 

Agenda item: 

From:

Initiated by City: YES NO (check one) 

Department:

Presented by:

Action requested:

PLEASE PROVIDE A NARRATIVE BACKGROUND OF THE PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM:

Attachments: YES NO (check one) 

Date submitted:

RECOMMENDATIONS: Initial:
NO _____ 

NO _____ 

Approve for agenda: YES

Referred to Dept. Head for resolution: YES

Referred to : YES NO _____ 

Agenda requests must be submitted to by noon the Wednesday prior to the
Tuesday council meeting.



 
RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE SUBMITTAL OF MCEP INFRASTRUCTURE 

PLANNING GRANT 
 

Resolution No. 633 
 

WHEREAS, the City of East Helena, Montana, is applying to the Montana Department of 
Commerce for financial assistance from the Montana Coal Endowment Program (MCEP) to 
complete the City of East Helena Wastewater System Master Plan;   
 
WHEREAS, the City of East Helena has the legal jurisdiction and authority to construct, finance, 
operate, and maintain the City of East Helena’s wastewater system facilities;  
 
WHEREAS, the City of East Helena agrees to comply with all State laws and regulations and the 
requirements described in the MCEP Administrative Guidelines and Application for Infrastructure 
Planning Grants specifically, and those that will be described in the MCEP Project Administration 
Manual generally;  
 
WHEREAS, the City of East Helena commits to provide the amount of matching funds as proposed 
in the MCEP application;  
 
WHEREAS, the City of East Helena commits to provide any funding from other grant sources 
listed in the application budget if not awarded by those grant sources; and   
 
That Kelly Harris, Mayor, is authorized to submit this application to the Montana Department of 
Commerce, on behalf of the City of East Helena, to act on its behalf and to provide such additional 
information as may be required. 
 
 
Signed: _____________________________ 
 
Name: Kelly Harris 
Title: Mayor 
 
Date: _______________________________ 
 
 
 
Attested: ___________________________ 
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