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MEETING AGENDA  
CITY OF EAST HELENA 
CITY HALL – 306 EAST MAIN - ROOM 110  
COUNCIL MEETING: 6:30 PM 
DATE: TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2026 
JOIN ZOOM MEETING: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/3787705872  
CONFERENCE CALL-IN: 1-253-205-0468 MEETING ID: 378 770 5872 
 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: Mayor Harris 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Councilmember Dahl 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: Note: This time is set aside for comments from the public on matters 
that are not on the meeting agenda. Public comments will be taken on agenda items prior to a 
motion. All public comments will be limited to a reasonable duration. Prior to your comments, 
please state your name and address in an audible tone of voice for the record. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: February 3, 2026 

 
CITY COURT REPORT: City Judge Dennis Loveless 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS: 

Administration – Clerk/Treasurer Amy Thorngren  
Police Department – Police Chief Ed Royce 
Public Works - Public Works Director Kevin Ore  
Volunteer Fire Department - Fire Chief Roger Campbell 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  

1. Request for MBAC & MEDA East Helena Community Review Council Room Fee 
Waiver – Councilmember Feist 
Action: Approve/Deny/Table 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Harris 
 
COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS: 

Don Dahl  
Judy Leland  
Wesley Feist 
Suzanne Ferguson 
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LEGAL REPORT: City Attorney Elverum 
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS: Action: Approve/Deny/Table 
 
MEETING & EVENT SCHEDULE: 

1. East Helena Wastewater Treatment Plant Phase 2 Upgrades, Monday, February 23, 2026, 
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., East Helena City Hall Gymnasium Room 108 

2. East Helena Wastewater Treatment Plant Phase 2 Upgrades, Tuesday, February 24, 2026, 
6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., East Helena City Hall Gymnasium Room 108 

3. East Helena City Council Meeting, Tuesday, March 3, 2026, 6:30 p.m., East Helena City 
Hall Room 110 

4. East Helena Wastewater Treatment Plant Phase 2 Upgrades, Monday, March 9, 2026, 
10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., East Helena City Hall Gymnasium Room 108 

5. East Helena Wastewater Treatment Plant Phase 2 Upgrades, Tuesday, February 24, 2026, 
6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., East Helena City Hall Gymnasium Room 108 

6. East Helena City Council Meeting, Monday, March 16, 2026, 6:30 p.m., East Helena 
City Hall Room 110 

7. CANCELLED - East Helena City Council Meeting, Tuesday, March 17, 2026, 6:30 p.m., 
East Helena City Hall Room 110 – RESCHEDULED TO MONDAY, MARCH 16TH 

8. East Helena Planning Board Meeting, Thursday, March 19, 2026, 6:00 p.m., East Helena 
City Hall Room 110 

 
ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Harris 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADA NOTICE 
The City of East Helena is committed to providing access to persons with disabilities for its meetings, in compliance 
with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act and the Montana Human Rights Act. The city will not exclude 
people with disabilities from participating in its meetings, or otherwise deny them the City’s services, programs, or 
activities. Persons with disabilities requiring accommodations to participate in the City’s meetings, services, programs, 
or activities should contact the City Clerk as soon as possible to allow sufficient time to arrange for the requested 
accommodation, at any of the following: 

(406) 227-5321 or TTY Relay Service 1-800-253-4091 or 711 
cityclerk@easthelenamt.us - 306 East Main Street, P.O. Box 1170, East Helena, MT 59635 
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MEETING MINUTES  
CITY OF EAST HELENA 
CITY HALL – 306 EAST MAIN - ROOM 110  
COUNCIL MEETING: 6:30 PM 
DATE: TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2026 
JOIN ZOOM MEETING: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/3787705872  
CONFERENCE CALL-IN: 1-253-205-0468 MEETING ID: 378 770 5872 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: Mayor Harris called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
Councilmember Ferguson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
CITY OFFICIALS & STAFF PRESENT: Mayor Kelly Harris, Council President Don 
Dahl, Councilmember Judy Leland, Councilmember Suzanne Ferguson, Clerk/Treasurer 
Amy Thorngren, Public Works Director Kevin Ore, Volunteer Fire Chief Roger Campbell, 
City Attorney Pete Elverum, Police Chief Ed Royce, and Patrol Officer Zach Butler  
 
PUBLIC PRESENT: Steve Garrison, Rhonda Vogl, Ron Whitmoyer, Bridget Williams, 
Jacob Wheeling, Cindy Brooks (via Zoom), Eliza Dubose (via Zoom), Brad Koenig, and 
Greg Wirth 
 
ABSENT/EXCUSED: City Judge Dennis Loveless and Councilmember Wesley Feist  
 
(0:00:30) EAST HELENA SUPERFUND UPDATE: EPA Remedial Project Manager 
Bridget Williams updated Council on the progress of the yard remediation project. This was 
an information-only item. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: A copy of an email in opposition to train horns and a thank-you 
note that contained a donation to the cemetery were on the council room table. 
 
(0:03:05) APPROVAL OF MINUTES: A copy of the draft minutes of the January 20th 
meeting was included in the council packet. A copy of an email from Councilmember Feist 
requesting an amendment to his report was on the council room table. Councilmember Dahl 
made a motion to approve the minutes as amended. Councilmember Leland seconded the 
motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
CITY COURT REPORT: City Judge Dennis Loveless was excused. 
 
(0:03:50) DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS: 
Administration –Clerk/Treasurer Amy Thorngren reported that the admin office had 
received a call in opposition to the beaver dam removal on Prickly Pear Creek and 
complaints about limited landfill hours. 
Police Department – Police Chief Ed Royce reported that the department had received 503 
calls-for-service in January, he was exploring new grants, he attended the MRDTF board 
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meeting, he attended the CJCC board meeting, he attended career day at St. Andrew’s 
Catholic School, he met with the bureau chief of the narcotics and human trafficking division 
of the Department of Criminal Investigation, and that the department would be rejoining the 
DUI Task Force. 
Public Works – A written report was included in the council packet. Public Works Director 
Kevin Ore reported that the dates had been set for the public hearings regarding the 
wastewater treatment plant upgrades, staff is working on a problem with the clarifier at the 
wastewater treatment plant, and that the beaver dam was removed from Prickly Pear Creek. 
Volunteer Fire Department - A written report of the department’s calls-for-service was 
included in the council packet. Fire Chief Roger Campbell reported that two new members 
had joined the department, repairs were being made to the fire station, the ISO inspection 
should be completed by the end of the month, the department was doing a comprehensive 
driving evaluation program, and that the department would be assisting with the Passion 
Plunge event. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: There was no unfinished business. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  

1. (0:15:55) General Contractor Construction Manager for the Rose Hills 
Subdivision – An explanation of the GCCM method and draft Resolution 638 were 
included in the council packet. Brad Koenig of Robert Peccia & Associates discussed 
MCA 18-2-503 which allows the city to use the GCCM method and requires a 
resolution. There was no public comment. Councilmember Ferguson made a motion 
to approve Resolution 638. Councilmember Leland seconded the motion. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

2. (0:19:05) Request to Apply for a New Treacy Foundation Grant for the East 
Helena Rodeo Grounds – A copy of the letter of intent to apply for the grant was 
included in the council packet. Ron Whitmoyer of the East Helena Valley Rodeo 
Association requested Council’s approval to apply for the $40,000 grant on behalf of 
the city as was done two years ago. There was no public comment. Councilmember 
Dahl made a motion to approve applying for the grant. Councilmember Leland 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

3. (0:21:50) Request to Use and Fee Waiver of Kennedy Park for the Montana 
Joining Community Forces BBQ August 6, 2026 – The use agreement was 
included in the council packet. Steve Garrison of Montana Joining Community Forces 
requested Council’s approval to use Kennedy Park at no charge for this annual event. 
There was no public comment. Councilmember Leland made a motion to approve the 
request and fee waiver. Councilmember Ferguson seconded the motion. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

4. (0:00:00) Montana Environmental Trust Group Declaration of Easement and 
Amended Plat for a Sewer Lift Station – The draft easement agreement was 
included in the council packet. A copy of the notice of environmental conditions was 
on the council room table. Mayor Harris noted that it was a minor update to the 
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previously approved agreement. There was no public comment. Councilmember 
Leland made a motion to approve the easement agreement. Councilmember Dahl 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

5. (0:23:50) Rescheduling of the March 17, 2026 Council Meeting – Mayor Harris 
requested Council’s approval for a one-time rescheduling of the regularly scheduled 
council meeting to the day before. There was no public comment. Councilmember 
Ferguson made a motion to reschedule the March 17th meeting to Monday, March 
16th. Councilmember Leland seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

(0:25:05) MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Harris reported that he met with METG, met with 
the Legislative Audit Division, and took a tour of the slag pile with Congressman Downing. 
 
(0:26:35) COUNCILMEMBERS’ REPORTS: 
Don Dahl had nothing to report. 
Judy Leland had nothing to report.  
Wesley Feist was excused. A copy of an email from Councilmember Feist was on the 
council room table. 
Suzanne Ferguson had nothing to report. 
 
(0:26:50) LEGAL REPORT: City Attorney Elverum reported that court was going well and 
the police department was doing a great job. 
 
(0:27:00) PAYMENT OF BILLS: Claims 299603 through 299654 were presented for 
Council’s review. Councilmember Leland made a motion to pay the bills. Councilmember 
Ferguson seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
MEETING & EVENT SCHEDULE: 

1. East Helena City Council Meeting, Tuesday, February 17, 2026, 6:30 p.m., East 
Helena City Hall Room 110 

2. East Helena Wastewater Treatment Plant Phase 2 Upgrades, Monday, February 23, 
2026, 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., East Helena City Hall Gymnasium Room 108 

3. East Helena Wastewater Treatment Plant Phase 2 Upgrades, Tuesday, February 24, 
2026, 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., East Helena City Hall Gymnasium Room 108 

 
ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Harris adjourned the meeting at 6:57 p.m. 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________  ________________________________ 
Clerk/Treasurer              Mayor 
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        Public Works Department       
Proud to be part of E.H. Team 
February 17th, 2026                                                                                                                                             

1.) WWTP Report 
• We received the included DEQ report from our wastewater plant inspection.  We will be 

working on a response and getting it submitted to DEQ. 
• Reminder, Public meeting dates for sewer plant construction phases and related rates are set 

for Feb 23rd 10am-11am, Feb 24th 6pm-7pm, March 9th 10am-11am, and March 10th 6pm-7pm.  
Public meeting will be held at city hall in the gym. 

• Still working on getting clarifier settling issues figured out.  Thanks to Shane for all the work 
on this. 

• No new update on Headworks construction. 
2.) Metal Removal Building 

• No issues to report from Metals Removal Building. 
3.) Source Water Report 

• We got the water tank mixer returned from warranty repairs.  Crews will be reinstalling this in 
the M.C. Creek tank. 

• Scott and Torrey both took the DEQ water test again, good luck to them. 
4.) Solid Waste Report 

• Scott has gotten a few complaints from residents that the new garbage truck is too quiet, and 
they don’t hear him coming to put out their trash.  (Discuss) 

• Still waiting on graphic design options for garbage truck. 
5.) Parks  

• Crews have gotten most of the tree debris cleaned up at both parks. 
• We will be starting to look at parks district creation in both Highland Meadows and Vigilante 

Subdivision. 
6.) Pool 

• Summit Roofing is completing roof replacement of the main pool house. 
• Have had some conversations with pool managers and upcoming 2026 season. 

7.) Streets 
• After several meetings with Federal Highways, we need to wait to award the RFQ for Valley 

Drive until we have a signed agreement.  We are currently in the accusation and grant review, 
then it will be forwarded to Federal Legal Review, then lastly Office of Security will review.  Est 
of 2 weeks to 6 months still for approval. (Discuss) 

• Crews are working on potholes and straitening street signs. 
8.) Facilities 

• Tom Tennesson is continuing to work upstairs bathroom and wall repair at City Hall. 
• Still working on getting new security locks installed by first part of February. 

9.) Resident/City Information and Events 
• Lewis and Clark Brewing and Alive at 5 are planning a August 5th event at Main Street Park. 
• FY-27 Budget ideas or thoughts come see me. 
• Talking with developer who is looking at building 4 plex on vacant lot on Gail Street. 
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CITY OF EAST HELENA
306 E MAIN ST / PO BOX 1170 

EAST HELENA, MT 59635
(406) 227-5321

ORIGINAL COUNCIL MEETING DATE: 

Agenda item: 

From:

Initiated by City: YES NO (check one) 

Department:

Presented by:

Action requested:

PLEASE PROVIDE A NARRATIVE BACKGROUND OF THE PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM:

Attachments: YES NO (check one) 

Date submitted:

RECOMMENDATIONS: Initial:
NO _____ 

NO _____ 

Approve for agenda: YES

Referred to Dept. Head for resolution: YES

Referred to : YES NO _____ 

Agenda requests must be submitted to by noon the Wednesday prior to the
Tuesday council meeting.
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